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- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY -

Mr Chair, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, the 
country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and the EFT A country Iceland, member of the European Economic Area 
align themselves with this statement. 



We are celebrating this month the 70th anniversary of the UN Charter which has been an 
enduring symbol of the Organization and the cornerstone of international peace and 
security, as well as of international law. Respect for the principles of the Charter and 
International law is also one of the guiding principles of the EU's international action, as set 
out in the Treaty on European Union. Written at the end of the darkest days in the history of 
human mankind, the UN Charter represented at the time a sign of new hope for the peoples 
of the United Nations. Now, seven decades after, the UN Charter remains of utmost 
relevance and continues to enshrine the UN's core purposes - what we have come to call 
the three pillars of this organization: peace and security; human rights; and development. 
We therefore thank the President of the General Assembly and the UN Secretary General 
for their initiatives to mark in a proper manner this anniversary. 

We have taken note of the report of the Special Committee contained in document A/70/33 
and thank the Secretary-General for his two reports, respectively on the implementation of 
the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations related to assistance to third States 
affected by the application of sanctions, and on the Repertory of Practice of United Nations 
Organs and Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council. 

With regard to the agenda item "Maintenance of international peace and security", we 
continue to firmly believe that sanctions remain an important instrument, under the Charter, 
for the maintenance and restoration of international peace and security. The practice of the 
UN Security Council in recent years demonstrates that sanctions can be designed in a 
targeted way to minimize the possibility of adverse consequences for civilian populations 
as well as for third parties. 

In this regard we note that the Secretary General in his report A/70/119 on the 
"Implementation of provisions of the Charter of the United Nations related to assistance to 
third States affected by the application of sanctions" informs us that neither the General 
Assembly, nor the Economic and Social Council found it necessary 





Regarding the preparation of the Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs and the 
updating of the Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council, we take note of the 
progress made and of the efforts undertaken by the Secretariat to reduce the backlog in the 
preparation and to update those two publications during the reporting period. We welcome 
the increased use of the intemship programme of the United Nations and the further 
strengthening of the cooperation with academic institutions for the preparation of studies. 
Considering the importance of the Repertory and the Repertoire, both as research tools for 
the international community, particularly the diplomatic community and universities, and as 
a means to preserve the memory of the Organization, we call upon the Secretary-General to 
continue his efforts toward updating the two publications and making them available 
electronically in all language versions. We would also like to express our gratitude to those 
States which have made voluntary contributions to the trust fund for the 


