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ICAPP Charter 

 
(As adopted at the 4th General Assembly on September 10, 2006 and 

amended at the 5th General Assembly on September 26, 2009, 
amended at the 7th General Assembly on November 23, 2012 and 

amended at the 8th General Assembly on September 19, 2014) 
 
 

PREAMBLE 
 

We, the leaders and representatives of political parties in Asia, gathered for the Fourth 
General Assembly of the International Conference of Asian Political Parties (hereinafter 
referred to as the “ICAPP”) in Seoul, Republic of Korea, from September 7 to 10, 2006,  
 
UPHOLDING the United Nations’ Charter, and the principles of mutual respect for 
territorial integrity and sovereignty, mutual non-aggression, mutual non-interference in each 
other’s internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful co-existence; 
 
RECOGNIZING the immense potential of Asia to become the political, economic, and 
social center of the global stage in the twenty first century if permanent peace and shared 
prosperity is achieved in the region  
 
REALIZING that challenges in Asia can be more efficiently and effectively addressed if the 
political leaders of the region unite through sustained dialogue by building mutual confidence 
and fellowship, by seeking political consensus through consultation and sharing of 
experiences, and by developing common political strategies  
 
RECALLING that a regularly held gathering of political leaders in the region is an effective 
tool in seeing the potential of Asia become a reality since it fosters such sustained dialogue  
 
HAVING HELD the First General Assembly of the ICAPP in September 2000 in Manila, 
Republic of the Philippines, followed by the Second and Third General Assemblies in 
Bangkok, Kingdom of Thailand in November 2002 and Beijing, People’s Republic of China 
in September 2004, respectively 
 
DO HEREBY PROCLAIM that the Articles set forth in this Charter shall govern the 
objectives, institutional arrangements, and activities of the ICAPP. 

 
 

ARTICLES 
 

CHAPTER I. OBJECTIVES 
 

Article 1 
 
The objectives of the ICAPP shall be: 

a. 
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Article 2 

 
1. The ICAPP shall be open to political parties in Asia with democratically elected 

members in the parliaments of their respective countries, which are Member States of the 
United Nations. 

 
2. 
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times, without providing reasonable cause of absence, the membership of the party in the 
Standing Committee may be revoked by the decision of the Standing Committee. 

 
4. The membership in the Standing Committee may be shared by up to two (2) principal 

political parties from each country, which is invited to the Standing Committee, with 
equal status and responsibility.  

 
Article 10 

 
1. The Standing Committee will make decisions on the venue, main theme, and sub themes 

of the General Assembly as provided in Article 6. Additionally, it shall lay out the 
procedures of the Plenary Session and Thematic Committee meetings and any other 
matters as outlined in this Charter. 

 
2. For the purposes of performing its duties, as prescribed in the foregoing, the Standing 

Committee meeting shall be held at least once a year, including its meetings during the 
General Assembly. 

 
Article 11 

 
1. One (1) Chairperson and one (1) Vice Chairperson of the Standing Committee shall be 

elected by consensus of the members of the Standing Committee during the General 
Assembly. The Chairperson shall serve for two (2) years or until the next General 
Assembly is held. 

 
2. The Chairperson shall preside over the Standing Committee meetings, held pursuant to 

Article 10 of this Charter, and represent the ICAPP during the period between the 
General Assemblies.  

 
3. In the event that the Chairperson is no longer able to serve his or her term before its 

completion, the Vice Chairperson will assume the position until the following Standing 
Committee meeting is held. 

 
 

CHAPTER V. SECRETARIAT 
 

Article 12 
 

The Secretariat of the ICAPP shall be established to execute the following functions, among 
others:  
 
1. to maintain and update the list of the political parties in the region, a database for the 

ICAPP activities and the official website(www.theicapp.org); 
 
2. to provide necessary information and assistance to the members of the ICAPP, in 

particular the members of the Standing Committee and the host of the General Assembly 
in assuming their roles in the ICAPP activities; and 

 
3. to establish contacts and promote cooperation with other international or regional 

organizations of political parties, and other international or regional parliamentary 
organizations. 

 
Article 13 

 

http://www.theicapp.org/
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1. The Secretariat shall comprise a Secretary General and such staff as the ICAPP activities 
may require. The Secretary General shall be appointed by the Standing Committee. The 
appointment shall be subject to confirmation at the General Assembly. 

2. The Secretary General shall act in that capacity in all ICAPP meetings and perform such 
other functions as are entrusted by the General Assembly and/or the Standing Committee.  

 
 

CHAPTER VI: AMENDMENTS 
 

Article 14 
 
1. Proposals to amend this Charter shall be made in writing and submitted to the 

Chairperson of the Standing Committee at least three (3) months in advance prior to the 
commencement of the General Assembly. 

 
2. The Chairperson of the Standing Committee shall, without delay, communicate such 

proposal(s) to the members of the Standing Committee who shall then review the 
proposals and present a joint report with recommendation(s) to the following General 
Assembly. 

 
3. The proposal(s) shall be reviewed and adopted as amendment(s) to the Charter by the 

consensus of the General Assembly. 
 
 

CHAPTER VII: WORKING LANGUAGE 
 

Article 15 
 
1. The working language of the ICAPP shall be English. 

 

2. During the General Assembly, however, if any member provides his or her own 

simultaneous interpreter(s) from his or her native language to English, the host(s) of the 

meeting will provide facilities for simultaneous interpretation.  


