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Report on the Special Event 
 “Climate Change Negotiations: Road to Copenhagen 

Tuesday, 13 October 2009 
 

During the special event organized by the Division for Sustainable Development, UN 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), the panelists provided different 
perspectives on the best way forward to address the climate change challenge at 
Copenhagen and beyond. The panelists presented interesting discussions on key elements 
for agreement at Copenhagen, including mitigation, adaptation, technology and finance. 
There were also questions by delegates concerning issues to be discussed at the summit in 
December. 

The discussion was moderated by the Chairperson of the Second Committee,  H.E. Mr. 
Park In-, 

Dr. Michael Levi – Director, Council on Foreign Relations, Program on Energy Security 
and Climate Change, and Dr. Jessica Seddon Wallack – Director, Center for 
Development Finance, Institute for Financial Management and Research, Chennai, India. 
 
The Chairperson stated that expectations are high for the UN climate conference in 
Copenhagen which happens in a mere 55 days. The question is what criteria should be 
used to determine success in Copenhagen. He acknowledged that ambition is necessary to 
achieve the goals suggested by science and suggested that a workable agreement needs to 
support countries’ adaptation needs, as well as provide for technology and financing.  
 
He highlighted the United Nations Secretary-General’s expectations for Copenhagen 
stated at the UN Climate Change Summit last month in New York, saying that the 
Secretary-General underlined the importance of a successful deal which must involve all 
countries working towards a common, long-term goal to limit global temperature rise to 
safe levels consistent with science as well as ambitious emission reduction targets from 
industrialized countries by 2020; developing countries will need to increase actions to 
limit the growth of their emissions while they pursue green growth with substantial 
financial and technology support; a successful deal must strengthen the world’s ability to 
cope with inevitable changes; a deal needs to be backed by money and the means to 
deliver it because without proper financing and without unlocking private investment, 
including through carbon markets, the solutions we discuss are mere fantasies; and a deal 
must include an equitable global governance structure that addresses the needs of 
developing countries. The Chair also stated the views of the President of the UN 
Foundation, Tim Wirth, regarding the UN climate conference in Copenhagen, namely,  
that new mechanisms for international collaboration in the development and deployment 
of clean energy technologies, as well as new funding for poor countries that have already 
been hit hard by the impacts of climate change, are building blocks that can be the basis 
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He argued that there should be creation of a strong regime for measurement and review 
of what countries are doing and a registry


