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Annex: Editing of Proposals at the United Nations 

1. Introduction: The editing process  
 

The Editing Section edits all United 



• Each subparagraph begins with a capital letter 

• The subparagraphs must have a similar structure 

 

An example of proper parallel subparagraph structure (from resolution 66/167): 

 6.  Calls upon all States: 

 �D��7R�WDNH�HIIHFWLYH�PHDVXUHV�WR�HQVXUH«   

              �E��7R�IRVWHU�UHOLJLRXV�IUHHGRP�DQG�SOXUDOLVP« 

 �F���7R�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI«  

 �G���7R�PDNH�D�VWURQJ�HIIRUW�WR« 

 

Another good example of proper subparagraph structure (from resolution 66/94): 

10. Reaffirms WKH�LPSRUWDQFH«RI�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�«�DQG�LQ�WKLV�FRQQHFWLRQ� 

�D��:HOFRPHV�WKH�LQLWLDWLYHV�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ« 

�E��([SUHVVHV�LWV�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�WR�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ« 

�F��7DNHV�QRWH�ZLWK�LQWHUHVW�RI�WKH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DSSURDFK« 

�G��([SUHVVHV�LWV�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�WR�WKH�*RYHUQPHQWV« 

 

 

 

5. Changes that editors make to resolutions 
 

Editors will: 

 

• Check and correct titles and facts  

• Correct grammar and syntax 

• Correct, add or delete footnotes  

• Make minor adjustments to style to bring the text in line with UN editorial standards and to make the text 

translatable 

 

6. Common corrections 

 
Titles of bodies, meetings, conventions  

 

• Titles will be checked and corrected   

• The full title will be used at first mention in both the preamble and the operative part  Thereafter a shortened 

version may be used 

 

Example from resolution 67/184: 

 

2.  Notes the progress made thus far in the preparations for the Thirteenth United Nations Congress on Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice; 

  

3. Decides that the duration of the Thirteenth Congress should not exceed eight days; 

 

 

Acronyms 

 

•



 

• 



 

• Source footnotes may be added or deleted at the concordance stage. 

Seasons of the year 

 

• Since seasons of the year are different in diffeUHQW�KHPLVSKHUHV��WKH�HGLWRU�ZLOO�FKDQJH�D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�³WKH�

VXPPHU�RI�����´��IRU�H[DPSOH��WR�³WKH�WKLUG�TXDUWHU�RI�����´�� 

Including, inter alia 

 

• 7KH�XVH�RI�³LQFOXGLQJ´�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�³LQWHU�DOLD´�LV�UHGXQGDQW� 

7. Editorial helpdesk and other resources 
 

Editors are available to offer assistance and advice: 

  

 editorialcontrol@un.org 

 (212)963-2528 

 

Other resources 

 

• United Nations Editorial Manual Online (dd.dgacm.org/editorialmanual/ ) 

• UNTERM (untermportal.un.org) 

• Official Document System (ods.un.org) 

 


