


year under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation programme and 100 scholarships to
Palestinian students pursuing higher education, under the General Scholarship Scheme of the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations. Several Palestinian refugees have also participated and benefited
from these programmes.

India is also happy to note that education has remained the largest funded segment in 2019 through
the Agency’s programme budget. No other investment yields as great a return as the investment in
education. By educating the Palestinian youth, UNRWA is laying strong foundations for a future
Palestinian society.

Mr. Chairperson,

India has consistently underscored that a durable solution to the Palestine refugee question can be
achieved only through the establishment of a Palestinian State living side by side in peace and
security with Israel, within mutually agreed borders. Hence, India urges both parties to resume
direct negotiations at the earliest. The international community must take concrete steps towards
resuming and facilitating these negotiations quickly.

Thank you.

***



