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Innovations in new and existing businesses  
The forest based industry in Europe is in transformation. The consumption of paper is 
decreasing and there is over capacity of paper production in Europe. Therefore renewal 
and cost competitiveness are essential for the companies to be able to grow.  
 
The more we are able to improve on resource and material efficiency the more 
competitive we are. The aim is to find innovations and technologies that enable this. 
 
While cost competiveness is in key role in existing businesses these activities are also 
crucial for financing the creation of new products and businesses. New revolutionary 
technologies for the production of biofibrils, high quality biofuels or biocomposite 
materials are just examples of the opportunities. 
 
Partnering with research institutes and inside the sector is crucial 
The EU Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science Máire Geoghegan-Quinn 
has stated that "Europe needs to make the transition to a post-petroleum economy. 
Greater use of renewable resources is no longer just an option, it is a necessity. We 
must drive the transition from a fossil-based to a bio-based society with research and 
innovation as the motor. This is good for our environment, our food and energy security, 
and for Europe's competitiveness for the future” 
 
For example there is a gap in demonstration scale advanced bio-refineries to mature 
technologies and commercialization of high value products. The main challenge in EU is 
overcoming the innovation “valley of death”. 
 
The 8th EU research framework program Horizon 2020 aims at tackling these challenges 
by helping to bridge the gap between research and the market. This market-driven 



 
 
 
 
 


