AUST RALIAN MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

E- mali austral:aﬂun mt

150 East 42" Strccl, New York NY 10017- 5612 Ph212.- 3516600, Fax.2i.E - 351 Go.b www. AustialiaUN.org

Economic and Sociai"Councii”
High-Level Segment
1 July 2010

Gererdl'Dedate

Statement by tiie"Hom Bob McMullan MP

Parliamentary Secretansf/niesnaficna.Raspienmpsni.
Assistance

(Check against delivery)

One of the founding folf€rgnmmirsters ¢1 tne” Untea” Nations ' m* (Y43, ‘AustraiianForéign
Minister Doc E Al v Nl ' WRIWREA A U R A R e Ul ofiTan. i 1LIGUL UL S1LGU LIauOLS,
recognised the imptitance of economic and social isewses-ILissfutssitnenmeineee
issues were reflected in the UN Charter became known at the, time, ac, the ¢ Angtralia,.,
pledge’. He was at the forefront of efforts to create the Economic and Sacial Council.

Against that legacy, it is my pleasure to address the Council today with Australia serving

as a current Council member. We continue to valuefha Qomnailico itk nal i i —

recogniticr o thainparacr o (e vvuoin s svclawdhadimnnta’ g

Mr Presider;

Australia has a strong commitment to promoting gender equality and the empowerment
of women, and'wwe .repgrises dhet wiliestves diftars dhough ke Slnite® Rittons- are

critical. Robust institutional meskenigm osoiTluvl v Theds &ffarte



s 3

Wa naloama tha hictosic degision this week to establish a new United Nations_gender
entity. This new entity will provide a strengthened and integrated platform for advancing
wntk o gender issues at the international level and also, through its increased focus on
country programming, at the national level. We look forward to the appointment of a

highly effective Under-Secretary-General to lead the work of the new entity.

National human rights institutions also play an important role. Where they exist, they

ndid' fovernment to account as well'as colldvorarsing with government to achieve gender

meipatiOH and the independent

gtatiig of these institntiong in the Cammicgion an the Status of Women, a subsidiary body

nf thie Louncil. This would improve prospects of securing gender equality,

Mr President,

AKialianls IRNOWRT SN a BUHemAnLID ACUE VALY ROAGS LU, & L ’Y SipSwerment of
. W Y & WigsnesaicaTiNational Voluntary Presentétion at the Council this afternoon
and we look forward to exchanging views with others in a spirit of epenness and

transparency.

..Mr President,

Jlkreccozno mumbenofithomeatio dsomzosthat warrant the Council’s special attention today.

—— 001 0000 e nomn anant.af gendar.aqualitiendsempowerment of women. The
it AR recnopise s andl ymnppartes c o Cfimyerec chrmare, poedessiion o development.

Australia believes that all children worldwide should have a chance to go to school.
“Eﬁ'hn:‘aﬁtmtamm’tfa-wﬂj?rpmnﬁ&irfcs‘d%r‘r:]‘ni‘itimhu "escape the cycle of poverty. It can

: tavps el eainis cn ey, s s L e lndhen cannpop LI, walds sipilas,

reproductive health and involvement in decision—making. Education allows women and

girls to reach their full potential.
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Australia has substantially increased its funding of education throliZf O BV

development assistance progreamanfdamilinnine eI I RN Ra e R SnTE 2SS

helped girls go to school through the construction and refasiirhmn~mt < ~ah~2le oo
sanitation facilities. Girls account for more than 50 per cent of the 70,000 new students
in the more than 2,000 schools built with Australia’s support. In the Philippines we are

Achieving better health outcomes for women and girl$*is also essential, particulafiyiftue

fighmegaetansu mardmar tolitrrand ana . bidroyand£atomm

Pacific arc'anforgahe lhgikutariie wer ki~ Ausaadtrils sappunca thc Ry dopricnrors =+

an investment case for maternal, newbesna bl tdiredthinthre Aesm Dzl o - edntmas

identified the gaps and highlighted the value of investing in women’s and children’s

health. Australia is protifoting access to reproductive health services and WiITRITE T ——

partner countries to improve the performanwmmm-am&_

systems for women and girls.

Women living with disgiiliives war @b dree auilipile e it dsuiimiealier ard
disadvantage. Australia’s five year strategy “Development for all — Towards a Disability

Inclusive Aid Proeram? sets.out aur, annrpach o a8l Stin g Ol Sl aid i e G Sl e

boys, tackling the challenges of disability as well as paxArtey.

The SlMINSVARD AUNARNEEATI N NAMELIR ALEQLCENRR LIRS NG FRAERERT (qan ond n
producing better development outcomes. Australia does not tolerate violence against
women and children and we are developing our national plar ‘tn.wehuee it disnee
But because violence against women and girls affects all countries, Australia is also

contributing to international efforts to end this vialence.. _.

Today I can announce a further contribution of B2 Ty T ——
End Violence Against Women, to add to our previeuss= “uppmt <o JFar THmh 20
UNIFEM’s Pacific Fund to Ena v g T T

We recognise there is a gap in international knowledgg, igtackling the comnlav mardfiem

of violengr 2aainstorawwana wa das b il ymdrrstsndi hatar wdins
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Wz pattinat v oehseo dndrs pretttyaidentifieduir dke JIN Trust Fund strategy is to

Tou TR USSTIna®T RO wicuge 1 “the field of ending violence against women,
e ncatinesolid axidenas of effactive initiatives that.will. helnsaacaelesatatacsl national
and global learning.

Mr President,

More remains to be done to achieve all the MDGs by 2015, including those specifically
w‘&“” af o1 ngtas 1St et ol up the
challenge to ovrioritise and resource the MDGs  Anstralia stands ready to work in

NAMELRIDLIPTY, Al L e a0 oible results for women

and girls.



