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Mr. President,

Let me congratulate you and the Council for making pro-poor growth and

equitable policies at all levels the theme of this year’s high-level segment.

The question of fair distribution — not only between countries, but equally
important — fair distribution between groups and individuals within countries,
have largely been missing in the international development debate over the past
decades.

- As pointed out in the Secretary General’s report to this meeting; “Recent
experience suggests that despite growth there has been an increase in
inequality”. And, “the more unequal a society, the higher the growth rate
required to reduce absolute poverty, particularly in the absence of progressive
redistribution policies”.

Norway considers this situation - growth without equity, to be neithermorally—
acceptable nor politically sustainable. We therefore welcome this opportunity to
address what we believe are preconditions to achieve pro-poor sustained
economic growth. |

Mr. President,

Pro-poor sustained economic growth requires first and foremost good
governance — at all levels. :

And, good governance must include more than the basics — the rule of law,
formal democracy and sound management. While these are fundamental
ingredients, they do little for poverty-reduction if they are not supplemented by
other, more specific policy measures.
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Let me highlight three specific policy measures that we have ourselves
P 1.
SUL










