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The crucial word here is coherence. Without a doubt, economic

progress is fundamental, but it is only part of the equation: Good- -

governance, democracy, respect for human rights and gender

equality must also be part of a comprehensive and coherent

agenda for poverty reduction and development. These are indeed -

ends in themselves, but they are also crucial for fostering long-
term and sustainable poverty reduction and growth. Many
countries have taken impressive strides towards adopting such an
ave a long way to go.

The need for coherent policies and action, however, is just as
great in high-income countries. This is, of course, not a matter

solely, or even primarily, for development ministers. What we do

in terms of environmental policies, migration policies, security —
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policies, trade policies and so on has a huge impact on
developing countries and their efforts to reduce poverty and
promote development. It is therefore important that all different

policy areas contribute by pulling in the same direction.

Unfortunately, we are not “putting our money where our mouths -

are”. It is indeed appalling that we are still keeping in place trade
barriers that substantially limit opportunities for developing

countries to use trade as a vehicle for growth.

Coherence also means identifying and exploiting synergies. The

UN, through the universality of its membership and its position at

the heart of the multilateral system, has a central driving role in

the work for human development. However, what became

evident from the work of the High-Level Panel, and its report —

“Delivering-as-One”is-that the UN-is lacking in-coherence,

thereby failing the poorest and most vulnerable.




The recommendations for country, regional and headquarter
levels remain to be-implemented and we are eagerly following
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the “One UN” work in the pilot countries.

Coherence also goes beyond the UN. Synergies need to

exploited in relation to a number of other actors. In the
multilateral system roles and relations between the UN, the
Bretton Woods Institutions as well-as the regional development
banks need to be clarified. While the relations and division of
labour are not set in stone, we must not forget that the important
thing is not who gets the job done; what is important is making

substantial progress towards the MDGs.

The financial needs of developing countries are also changingas |
new sources and mechanisms of development finance become
available. Having choices and access to alternatives is generally a

good thing, and we should welcome the fact that for many

countries the role and importance of ODA is decreasing.

At the same time, with a number of new emergingdonors, |

increasing numbers of vertical funds. dynamic civil society
organisations, and new sources and instruments for financial

development assistance, we will have to learn to live with

increasing complexity. But that does not have to imply a lack of
coordination. A heavy responsibility rests with donors, old and
new. We must work for as much coherence and synergy as
possible, starting from the identified — and changing — needs of

developing countries.













