PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT: PROGRESS AND CHALLENGES

For centuries, people of African descent living in the African



At the national level, many countries have amended their constitutions to include
clearer references to their multicultural characters. Some States have created national
institutions to promote racial equality. In some countries, legislation has been adopted,
which includes affirmative action policies for education, targeted health programs and
other initiatives of interest to people of African descent.

Although these processes have resulted in more visibility for people of African descentand
to some extent have increased their empowerment, there are still problems ensuring they
are not excluded from fully exercising their human rights. The current global economic
crisis which threatens to undermine access to work, affordable food and housing, health
care and education is a serious risk to the situation of people of African descent, as well
as that of all marginalized and vulnerable



