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participation to the somal economic and cultural hfe of the Romanlan society,
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The Ombudsman (set up in 1997) is an autonomous institution, acting independently
from any other public authority. The Ombudsman exercises its duties ex officio or upon

request by the persons whose rights and freedoms have been infringed by the public
ninictradion  ineuan winemieandatians in_nnann af recl homae sidate 1de'ati~ar_sud .
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Roma minority (especially in relation with law enforcement agencies). There are several
key actors involved in the process, namely the central and local specialized institutions,
non-governmental organizations and any other entities with a manifest interest in
preventing and combating discrimination. Vulnerable groups will be involved at all
stages in the development and implementation of the Strategy (coordination with the



Academy and 33 at police schools). Information campaigns were launched in
order to inform Roma communities of this opportunity and to encourage Roma
individuals to pursue such a career. Roma graduates will become police officers
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fund goes to the organizations of persons belonging to national minorities in support of
their activities. In 2004, DIR carried out approximately 60 interethnic programs and
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projects proposed by different NGOs and in 2006 — about 130 projects. In 2007, the
iulmhm._af brainatr raarhad A9N (70 At dha inidticdiiim ~fiimnlinia, N MNa nwd IO ab ﬂ[._.r\r\li.

own initiative). The areas covered by these projects included education, culture, youth,
awareness-raising, promoting intercultural dialogue, enhancing public participation,
consolidating the socio-political integration of minorities. This activity continues in 2008.

The Law on education grants all Romanians equal access to all levels and forms of
education, “regardless of social origin and financial situation (...) race, nationality”.
Denving the access of a person or a aroyp ¢f persons to the pyblic or nrivate aducation




issue of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance in order

L tp enhance theam?

(IPUUS PRV @ YDRIVY g VAP R RG § E




Discrimination is especially caused by the existence of stereotypes and prejudices and it
can only be eliminated in time through information and education, including by
constantly developing prevention and awareness campaigns. The efficiency and impact
of national anti-discrimination campa!gns have mcreased in the last four years, including
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The role of national NGOs became more prominent. Projects of national strategies and
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Reserved seats in universities for Roma children who graduated high-school. If in
the academic year 1998 -1999, 149 reserved seats for Roma were offered in 8
universities, in 2007 there were 454 reserved seats in 39 universities. Additionally,
200 seats for training Roma people to become primary education teachers were
allocated at the Open Distance Learning Department CREDIS of the Bucharest
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dlsadvantaged groups” implemented by the Ministry of Educatlon Research and
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language or/and Roma history and tradition;

Financing, through the county school inspectorates, Roma language and history
teachers positions (420 positions in September 2007). In 2006 - 2007 school year,
a number of 25.000 pupils, out of 250.000 Roma pupils which have assumed their
Roma identity, have chosen to study Romani language and literature and Roma
history and traditions;

An annual Romanl Ianguage natlonal contest 200 250 Roma chlldren that excel




e approximately 381 school mediators have participated or are currently
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participating counties;
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