UN Commission on Population and Development 50th session
Changing population age structures and sustainable development

Panel discussion: Implementation of the Programme of Action of the ICPD, with emphasis on changing
age structures and sustainable development

Speaking Notes
Rafael Rofman

1. These notes summarize the basic concepts that | would like to share with participates at the
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what | intend to say, but a general overview of the main points.
2. | will focus my intervention in the area where | believe my experience gives me more space to
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social protection systems.

3. Much has been written and discussed about the Demographic Dividend and the opportunities
that this process brings to economic development. However, | think it is very important for
policy makers and analysts to understand that the demographic dividend is just an opportunity,
which may or may not be turned into growth by societies. This depends, among other critical
issues, on their human capital dotation (i.e., on the coverage and quality of their education
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