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My Srrg.tem-(‘mal Mr President Excellencies. Ladiesand Gentlemen

The question isn’t why do people migrate? They have always done so. But today’s migrations are an
explosion of movements of peoples, an explosion of humanitarian problems. How can we, the
international community, meet this challenge effectively (of over 244 million people on the move, over
65 million IDP and refugees and over 6 million stranded)?

The vocation of the Order of Malta, a sovereign and religious entity of public international law, has
always been to care for the vulnerable. Today, in particular, the vulnerable we support are migrants
and refugees — with aid along the Balkan route, offer housing and assimilation assistance in a number
of European countries; saving lives in the Mediterranean and Aegean Seas; implementing development

programs in the migrants’ countries of origin.

At the Istanbul World Humanitarian Summit in May, the Order of Malta affirmed the commitments
summarised in the Outcome document: ‘to work differently to meet and reduce people’s humanitarian
needs’. We emphasised that faith-based organizations and religious institutions also have a special role
to play in the field of humanitarian assistance - for refugees, displaced people and migrants:
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