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Our presence in this Institution, in fact, is a sign of our acknowledgement
that walls and barriers among persons and peoples — whether physical or



My Delegation notes that the political Declaration endorses urgently
needed commitments to help both refugees and other forced migrants,
since they share root causes that require a shared response. Likewise, the
Declaration takes into account national realities, capacities, priorities, and
levels of development, in a manner that is consistent with the rights and
obligations of States under international law. Along these lines, we
welcome the strong call for all States to work toward the elimination of the
practice of child detention, which is never in the best interest of the child.

The Holy See welcomes the agreement for a closer working relationship
between the International Organization for Migration and the United
Nations, and wishes to express its interest in participating in the
continuing efforts of the Global Forum on Migration and Development and
the Global Migration Group. We sincerely hope that these initiatives will
stimulate better management of person-centered responses to refugee and
migrant movements at global, national, and local levels.

Mr. President,

Allow me to conclude with the words of Pope Francis that express his
message to this Summit: “I invite political leaders and lawmakers and the
entire International Community to consider the reality of persons
forcefully uprooted with effective initiatives and new approaches to protect
their dignity, to improve the quality of their life and to address the
challenges that emerge in modern forms of persecution, oppression and
slavery. It is, | stress, about human persons, who appeal to solidarity and
assistance, who are in need of urgent interventions, but also and above all
of understanding and goodness.”?

Thank you, Mr. President.
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