




II. Background 

Refugee movements and forced displacement more broadly, can occur as a result of myriad factors. 
Many are rooted in acute racial, ethnic, religious, political and/or cultural divisions. Systematic and 
targeted international human rights violations coupled with impunity, lack of good governance, 
corruption, poverty, sexual and gender-based a s  seTm
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the United Nations' role and capacity is crucial in this regard. Regional organizations can also play an 
important role, helping to facilitate dialogue and mediation efforts. 

It is fundamental to facilitate early collective and coordinated action, rather than unilateral 
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contribute to the prosperity and resilience of their families and communities. Given the high proportion 
of rural livelihoods in the least developed countries, global efforts must be geared to ensuring a more 
productive and commercial agricultural sector, the diversification into twenty-first century 
agribusiness, manufacturing and services, and the promotion of decent work, amongst others. 

Since more than 75 percent of the world's poor directly depend on natural resources for o
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criminals, are necessary to prevent and combat criminal activity, particularly sexual and gender-based 
violence, trafficking and smuggling. 

The environment for discussion on these issues is complicated by the increasingly xenophobic and 
racist responses to refugees and migrants. In order to facilitate sound policy-making and constructive 
international cooperation, it is imperative to change this narrative. 

III. Priorities for international action 

In line with commitments included in the outcome document of the United Nations Summit for 
Refugees and Migrants, this section identifies several priorities for consideration at the roundtable. The 
challenge for the Summit and this round table is to turn these commitments into concrete cooperation 
and action. Under each broad priority is an indicative list of areas where Member States could take 
immediate action, including, where relevant, in partnership with the United Nations system, civil 
society, the private sector and other actors. 

~ Improving information and data availability on refugees and migrants3 

• Develop and exchange best practices for capacity-building with governmental and 
non-governmental actors to improve the collection and use of sex- and age-disaggregated data. 

• Share responsibility for improving the collection of comparable and disaggregated data, 
including engaging in multi-state dialogues with donors to improve global data collection and 
management systems. 

~ Facilitating safe, orderly and regular movements4 

• Implement border control procedures in conformity with applicable obligations under 
international law, including international human rights law and international refugee law. 

• Strengthen international border management cooperation, and develop and exchange best 
practices for training public officials and law enforcement officers to uphold the human rights 
of all persons crossing or seeking to cross an international border. 

• Develop and exchange best practices to ensure safety of migrants on the move, with specific 
attention to the most vulnerable people on the move, including women at risk, children, 
especially those who are unaccompanied or separated from their families, members of ethnic 
and from 
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provide them with a nurturing environment for the fun realization of their rights and 
capabilities; ensure that all children are in education within a few months of their arrival. 
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I. Introduction 

In recent years, progressively more people have been forcibly displaced, with 2015 recording the 
highest number of forcibly displaced persons globally since World War II, most of them women and 
children. Of the 65 million people forcibly displaced at the end of 2015, 21.3 million were refugees; 
more than twice the number recorded only five years earlier. The vast majority ofthese refugees reside 
in developing countries. countries. 4as36 0 Td
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II. Background 

Through the outcome document, States have reaffirmed their commitment to the international legal 
framework governing refugees. In particular, they have reaffirmed the 1951 Convention relating to 
the Status of Refugees 1 and called for its full and effective application. Furthermore, they have 
reaffirmed respect for the institution of asylum and for the fundamental principle of non-refoulement in 
accordance with international refugee law. 2 

The 1951 Convention was adopted 65 years ago as both a moral and legal response to people who were 
fleeing their countries for many of the same reasons people are fleeing today. It has been applied over 
the years in situations of large movements of refugees, ensuring access to protection for those in need. 
Along with its 1967 Protocol/ and as complemented by regional instruments and customary 
international law, the 1951 Convention remains the cornerstone of the international refugee protection 
regime today. 

States have also reaffirmed their commitment to the principles of international cooperation and 
burden- and responsibility-sharing. Specifically, the outcome document includes the following: 

• "We acknowledge a shared responsibility to manage large movements of refugees and migrants 
in a humane, and7t0 T/tiv074 Tc 39 699he 

1.6States refugees, l a w ,  m i g r w h i l m a n a g a r ss 

and en0 Tc9ch91_1 1 Tf
0.0484 Tc 11.6 0 0 11.6 172.75 590.16178 Td
o08T144 Tcc 3 1 Tf
-0926ocu.07 0 Td
(c3975 590rwhil9n Tc 5.593 0Tj
0.1213j
0.0204 Tc 5.35reaff2emains )Tj
0.0119.007aTd
(share
(the )Tj
0.0116 Tc 1.72223)Tj2Td
(c3975 59 )Tj
0.05 T8 12.7985 0 0 11.6 4246.1 Td
(c3975 59
09m
(refugees, )Tj
012
0.0019409 Tc 1.421 Tm
(internati593 0 Td
(0.097 1.0772 T 0 Td
(c222emains.07
0.0204 Tc 5.35reaf4 5.81th57311844 Tc 0 Td
(international )Tj97 1.0772c 5.49 0 Td
(reourc)firmed1714511844 Tc (pro
(195ants )Tj
0.j
089 Tc 1.49 0 Td
(are6 )Tj
0.01)Tj.02
B59
0.0087035acc Tc 5.593 0Tj
0.12241
0.0204 Tc 5.35reaf2emains 7Tj
0.011(and )757 0 Td
(aion )Tj
 T4 Tm
(053TTd
(migrw117821 -1.17 1.0772c 1.077 0 Td
.513984 -e4511844 T Tc 3.448 0 Td
(large )Tj24219.56 535.210toc824 6.rstone )Tj
0.05 07 12.7985 0 0 11.6 4321-e424 6.rstonef )Tj
0.0043 (also )Tj
Tj
066 Tc 1.plac077 0 Td
34d
(a )T5)Tj
0.011ternati593 0ss )Tj
311
0.0204(refugees, )Tj
0.1Tf
0.00620.0172 Tc 05c Tc  Td
(humanej
0.0173j
-0.0085e Tm
i )Tj57 0 Td
(and )Tj
0.310.02
B9ed )Tj
0 0 Td
(commitment061
0.0204 Tc 5.351_0 1 5emains )Tj
0.0119ase 0 Td
(large )Tj
0.017 Tc 2.32f4 c397422)Tj
tone d o c u m e n t  a n d  



The outcome document and the CRRF envision a holistic and predictable approach to international 
refugee responses, ensuring that refugees are able to access and enjoy asylum and that the countries 
most affected by refugee movements are able to count on international support. Through these e±IOlis, 
Member States commit to supporting the resilience of refugee and host communities, and to creating 
the necessary conditions for growth, employment and education that will allow young people, in 
particular, to be drivers of development. 

The elements of the CRRF are set out in Appendix I, which also establishes a two-year consultation 
process led by UNHCR leading toward the development of a global compact on refugees, building 
from the experiences of applying the CRRF in specific situations. It is envisioned that a global 
compact on refugees would be adopted in 2018. 

III. Priorities for international action 

@ Ensure that host countries are able to cope with the impact of hosting large numbers of refugees 
through greater institutional and community based support, predictable and expanded 
humanitarian funding, and proper alignment of humanitarian and development efforts. 

• Take measures to foster refugee self-reliance in host countries, in particular for women and 
youth, including through access to education at all levels, health care, skills training through 
vocational education and livelihood opportunities in local labour markets, in a manner that also 
supports host communities. 

e Facilitate and encourage "whole of society" or multi-stakeholder engagement in comprehensive 
refugee responses to large movements of refugees, incorporating a gender perspective 
throughout. 
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3. Based on the principles of international cooperation and burden- and responsibility-sharing, 
how can we collectively ensure that host countries receive the support they need in meeting the 
needs of both refugees and host communities? How can we ensure predictable and sufficient 
funding and other support - including through increasing the use of resettlement and 
complementary pathways - in order to meet immediate and long-term humanitarian needs and 
to address the challenge of hosting large numbers of refugees? How can we work in closer 
partnership with civil society, the private sector and international financial institutions? 

4. Member States have recognized that empowered refugees are better able to contribute to their 
own and their host communities' well-being. Recognizing that some Member States have 
fragile labour markets and economies, what policies can States institute to create 59 Td
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High-level meeting of the General Assembly on 
addressing large movement of refugees and mig:rants 

Concept Note 

Round Table 5: Global compact for safe, regular and orderly migration: towards realizing the 
2030 Agenda for sustainable development and realizing the human rights of migrants 

19 September 2016 

I. Introduction 

In the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA) , 
Member States recognized the contribution of migrants and migration to inclusive growth and 
sustainable development, and committed to cooperate internationally to facilitate safe, regular and 
orderly migration and mobility of people, involving full respect 





., Combat trafficking in persons and migrant smuggling, ensuring that victims of trafficking are 
afforded protection, assistance 



IV. Questions for consideration 

1. What are the core elements to be included in the global compact for safe, orderly and regular 
migration? How can the global compact build on the various existing normative and 
non-binding frameworks and guidelines related to migrants and migration? How can Member 
States, the UN system, international financial institutions, other relevant multilateral forums and 
initiatives, and civil society contribute to the development ofthe global compact? 

2. How can the global compact promote greater policy and institutional coherence on migration at 
the national, regional and global levels? 

3. What steps are needed to enhance the effective protection ofthe human rights and fundamental 
freedoms of migrants, including women and children migrants, regardless of their migratory 
status, and also to addresncluded 





Human rights must be at the centre of an measures to address vulnerabilities of all people on the move, 
while considering the individual circumstances of each person. In the case of children, all such 
measures should be guided by the principle of giving primary consideration to the best interests of the 
child. 

Human rights challenges and risks faced by migrants and refugees include: 

III Dangerous interception practices, collective expUlsion and violations of the principle of 
non-refou.lement - including "push back" or "turn back" policies implemented at sea and land 
borders, the erection of physical barriers and other measures to restrict or deny access to 
territory, asylum procedures and other screening or identification procedures, as wen as 
accelerated or summary returns. 

(I Violations of economic, social and cultural rights - including those resulting from an 
inability to manage emergency and chronic conditions. Where irregular migration is 
criminalized, people in transit lack access rasures 5
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• Develop age-, gender- and culturally sensitive mechanisms to assess the individual situation of 
migrants and refugees, without discrimination, and to prevent their expulsion until such 
assessment is completed. 

• Ensure access to fair, effective and gender-sensitive asylum procedures, while informing all 
people on the move about their human rights, immigration and asylum procedures, including in 
a child-friendly manner where appropriate. 

• Ensure that returns from all areas where States exercise jurisdiction or effective control, 
including extraterritorial ones, are sustainable, and only carried out in accordance with 
international law and with due procedural guarantees. 

~ Protect human rights and address specific vulnerabilities:5 

• Address the special needs of all people in vulnerable situations who are travelling within large 
movements of refugees and migrants. 

• Treat all children as children first and foremost, regardless of their migratory status. 
• Ensure that all children are in education within a few months of arrival and prioritize budgetary 

provision to facilitate this, including support for host countries as required. 
• Guarantee that the care of unaccompanied children and those separated from their families is 

referred to child protection actors as opposed to migration authorities, and facilitate family 
reunification. 

• Take action to prevent and respond to sexual and genfT.115 0 Td
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• Identify correctly individuals' place of birth and nationality, as well as their reasons for 
movement. 

4. Questions for consideration 

1. Which actions are needed to implement effectively the international principles and standards 
related to the human rights of people in transit at the local, national, regional and international 
levels? 

2. How can child protection services and migration authorities cooperate across and within borders 
to ensure that children - especially unaccompanied and separated children - receive adequate 
protection, and are treated as children first and foremost? 

3. Which targeted steps are needed to ensure that the specific vulnerabilities of women and girls 
during their journeys are addressed and their rights protected? 

4. How can States cooperate more effectively to improve search-and-rescue at sea and along 
dangerous land routes, as well as to facilitate rapid and protective reception of persons in 
transit? 


