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1.7 We declare our profound solidarity with, and support for, the millions of people in different parts of the 

world who, for reasons beyond their control, are forced to uproot themselves and their families from their 

homes and to seek refuge and safety elsewhere.    

 

1.8 Refugees and migrants in large movements often face a desperate ordeal.   Many take great risks to reach 

safety, embarking on perilous journeys – frequently by sea – which they may not survive.   Many fall prey to 

criminal groups.   Even if they reach their destination, they face an uncertain reception and a precarious 

future. 

 

1.9 The challenge to world leaders is moral and humanitarian.   We are determined, first and foremost, to save 

lives.   We will combat with all the means at our disposal the abuses and exploitation suffered by countless 

refugees and migrants in vulnerable situations.      We acknowledge a shared global responsibility to manage 

large movements of refugees and migrants in a humane, sensitive and compassionate manner.  A particular 

onus and burden fall on countries of origin or nationality, transit and destination; cooperation between all 

such countries has never been more important.     Those involvedRefugees and migrants in large movements 

must have the comprehensive policy support, practical assistance and legal protection which they need and 

to which they are entitled under international law; their human rights and fundamental freedoms must be 

fully respected; and they must be able to live thei
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 Commitments for migrants and refugees jointly 

 

2.1 Underlining the importance of a comprehensive approach to the issues involved, we will spare no effort to      

ensure a humane, sensitive and dignified reception for all persons arriving in large movements, whether 

refugees or migrants. 

 

2.2 We recognize, and will address, the special needs of people in vulnerable situations who are travelling within 

large movements of refugees and migrants, including women and children at risk; older persons; persons 

with disabilities; LGBTI persons; and victims of exploitation and abuse in the context of human trafficking and 

migrant smuggling. 

 

2.3 Recognising that States have rights and responsibilities to manage and control their borders, we will 

implement border management control procedures, including disembarkation procedures, which are in 

conformity with international human rights standards and, as applicable, international refugee law.    We will 

ensure that public officials and law enforcement officers who work in border areas are trained to behave 

with respect towards all persons crossing, or seeking to cross, international borders. 

 

2.4 We will take measures to prevent violations of the human rights of all persons in transit and after arrival.   

We will ensure that the immediate needs of persons who have been exposed to physical or psychological 

danger while in transit are addressed on their arrival, without discrimination and without regard to legal 

status or means of arrival. 

 

2.5 We are determined to address irregular or unsafe movement, without prejudice to the right to seek asylum, 

and to combat the exploitation, abuse and discrimination suffered by many refugees and migrants. 

 

2.6 We express our profound concern at the large number of people who have lost their lives at sea trying to 

reach safety.   We will intensify international cooperation on the strengthening of search and rescue 

mechanisms.   We will also work to improve the availability of accurate data on the whereabouts of people 

and vessels who are stranded at sea.   And we will strengthen support for rescue efforts over land along 

dangerous or isolated routes. 

 

2.7 We recognize the particular vulnerabilities of women and children during the journey from country of origin 

to country of arrival.   This includes their potential exposure to discrimination and sexual and physical abuse, 

violence and exploitation.    

 

2.8 We will ensure that our responses to large movements of refugees and migrants promote gender equality 

and the empowerment of women and girls and fully respect the human rights of women and girls.    We will 

combat sexual and gender-based violence in every way possible.   We will tackle the multiple and 

intersecting forms of discrimination to which migrant and refugee women and girls are subject.   And at the 

same time, recognizing the significant leadership role being played by women in refugee and migrant 

communities, we will work to ensure their full and equal participation in the development of local solutions 

and opportunities.     

 

2.9 We will protect the human rights of migrant and refugee children, in accordance with the best interest of the 

child, particularly unaccompanied children and those separated from their families; and we will provide for 

their health, education, psychosocial development and birth registration. 

 

2.10 Reaffirming that all individuals seeking to cr
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towards the end of detention for children. We welcome UNHCR’s Global Detention Strategy and working 

with UNHCR towards achieving this goal. 

 

2.11 We will, with full respect for the rules of international law, vigorously combat human trafficking and migrant 

smuggling, including through targeted measures to identify victims of trafficking within large movements of 

refugees and migrants and to provide temporary and longer-term protection to these victims of such crimes.   

With a view to disrupting the criminal networks involved, we will review our national legislation and criminal 

justice provisions to ensure conformity with international standards on migrant smuggling, human 

trafficking, maritime safety and border management.    We will establish or upgrade, as appropriate, national 

and regional anti-human trafficking policies.   We note initiatives such as the African Union Horn of Africa 

Initiative on Human Trafficking and Smuggling of Migrants.   Reaffirming the importance of the UN 

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the two relevant Protocols thereto, we encourage 

ratification of, accession to and implementation of relevant international instruments on preventing and 

combatting trafficking in persons and the smuggling of migrants.    

 

2.12 We will ensure, on the basis of bilateral, regional and international cooperation, that adequate, sustainable 

and predictable financing is made available to enable countries to respond to the immediate humanitarian 

and developmental needs of the large numbers of refugees and migrants arriving in their territories.    

 

2.13 We will take steps to combat discrimination in our societies against refugees and migrants and to strengthen 

their inclusion in all spheres of life.   National policies will be developed to this end in conjunction with civil 

society, the private sector, employers’ and workers’ organizations and other stakeholders.    We also note 

the obligation on refugees and migrants to observe the laws of their host countries.   

 

2.14 We will invest in improved data collection, including sex and age-disaggregated data as well as information 

on regular and irregular flows, the economic impacts of migration and refugee movements, and other issues.   

 

 

 

3. Commitments for migrants  

 

 

3.1 We commit to protecting the safety, dignity, and human rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrants, 

regardless of status, at all times.  We will cooperate closely with each other to facilitate and ensure safe, 

orderly, regular and responsible migration, including return and readmission. 

 

3.2 We acknowledge our responsibility to protect the interests of, and assist, our migrant communities abroad, 

including through consular cooperation.  We underline the right of migrants to return to their country of 

citizenship.  We recall also that States must readmit their returning nationals who have no right to stay in 
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4.2 We reaffirm the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol thereto as the 

foundation of the international refugee protection regime.   We recognize the importance of their full and 

effective application by States parties and the values they embody.   We note with satisfaction that 148 

States are now parties to one or both instruments.   We encourage States not parties to consider accedoa
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4.11 We will expand the number and range of legal pathways available for refugees’ to be admitted to, or to be 
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mandates effectively and in a predictable manner.   We welcome the increasing engagement of the World 

Bank and multilateral development banks and improvements in access to concessional development 

financing for affected communities.   It is clear, furthermore, that private sector investment in support of 


