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Faith Communities Concerned about the
Humanitarian Consequences of Nuclear Weapons

Since August 1945, when the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were subjected to
atomic attack, the continued existence of nuclear weapons has forced humankind to live
in the shadow of apocalyptic destruction. Their use would not only destroy the past
fruits of human civilization, it would disfigure the present and consign future

generations to a grim fate.

Nuclear weapons are incompatible with the values upheld by our respective faith
traditions—the right of people to live in security and dignity; the commands of
conscience and justice; the duty to protect the vulnerable and to exercise the
stewardship that will safeguard the planet for future generations. Nuclear weapons
manifest a total disregard for all these values and commitments. There is no
countervailing imperative—whether of national security, stability in international power
relations, or the difficulty of overcoming political inertia—that justifies their continued

existence, much less their use.

We raise our voices in the name of sanity and the shared values of humanity. We reject
the immorality of holding whole populations hostage, threatened with a cruel and
miserable death. We urge the worldés political leaders to muster the courage needed to
break the deepening spirals of mistrust that undermine the viability of human societies
and threaten our shared future.

For decades, the obligation and responsibility of all states to eliminate these weapons of
mass destruction has been embodied in Article VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). Progress toward the fulfillment of this repeatedly affirmed

commitment has been



Therefore as people of faith, we pledge to:

1. Communicate within our respective faith communities the inhumane and immoral

nature of nuclear weapons and the unacceptable risks they



