


two years ago, the U.S. Defense Department declared the most pressing nuclear dangers to be
proliferation and “nuclear terrorism.”"" The time that has passed between those complacent
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Today’s nuclear dilemma is clear. Without a profound change in the behavior of nuclear-
armed governments, civilization-destroying arsenals will remain for many decades to come. The
intertwined ecological, economic, and political crises of the 21st century are hurtling ahead at the
pace of a modernity dependent on exponential growth heedless of nature’s limits. This now is
generating tensions that raise the danger of war among nuclear-armed countries on a time-scale
measured in months and years, not decades and decades.

National security technocrats talk of “managing” the rise of new powers. But a social
order rapidly approaching its limits will generate conflict in ways both expected and
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