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Madam President,

This year marks the seventieth anniversary of the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. At the beginning of the Review Conference of the NPT, this tragic event
should be a reminder of the importance of this instrument as a means to rid humanity of
the risks of nuclear war. The victims are still with us. The Hibakusha are a living
testimony calling all of us to take the right decisions today if we do not want to face

similar situations tomorrow. The very reason of the NPT is anchored in the dignity of the
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consequences of any nuclear detonation.

ai :! e N —

i
-
s

;-—







security often comes up in discussions on nuclear weapons. This concept shouldn’t be
used in a partial and biased manner and never in contradiction with the common good.
All States have the right to national security. Why is it that the security of some can only
be met with a particular type of weapon whereas other States must ensure their security

w1thout them? On the other hand, reducmg peace and the security of States, in practlce to
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participation, respect for fundamental human rights, strengthening the rule of law,
cooperation and solidarity at the regional and international level, etc. are essential to the

patignal security nf States Isifnotppgent tnrevisit in a fransnarent maoner the definition

made by States, especially the nuclear weapons states, of their national security?

All of us are aware that the goal of a world without nuclear weapons is not easy to
achieve. As many say, it is a complex and difficult issue. All human realities are difficult
and complex. But this is neither a reason nor an excuse not to implement the obligations
undertaken 1n conformlty W1th the NPT F or thls all energles and commltments are
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