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Mr. Secretary-General, Madame President of the General Assembly, Madame Secretary-
General of the Conference,

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, Mr. President,

I am pleased to offer the warm greetings of His Holiness, Pope Francis and, on his behalf, |
welcome the formal adoption of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular
Migration. At the same time, | also wish to express gratitude to His Majesty the King,
Mohammed VI, King of Morocco for graciously inviting and hosting our delegation here
today and to congratulate the Secretary-General of the Conference, Madame Louise Arbour,
and the Delegations of the Permanent Missions of Mexico and Switzerland to the United
Nations for their leadership in ushering this intergovernmental process to its successful
conclusion.

Mr. President,

The adoption of the Global Compact on Migration comes at a critical moment in history.
Migration has always been a natural response to crises and to the innate desire for greater
opportunities, for a fuller life with greater freedom, peace and security. More people are on
the move than ever before. While the majority of migration remains regular, ever more
people are being constrained by adverse factors to leave their homes. This often leads to
involuntary, unsafe, and irregular journeys that place migrants and their families in
vulnerable situations, presenting significant challenges for countries of origin, transit, and
destination.

As we have seen in recent years, when these challenges are not managed well, crises can
form, rhetoric can eclipse reason, and migrants can be seen more as threats than as brothers
and sisters in need of solidarity and basic services. The Global Compact on Migration
attempts to assist the international community to prevent crises and tragedies. At the same
time, it also seeks to improve the governance of migration, which is bound to increase as the
international community grows more economically, socially and politically interconnected.

To achieve these goals, the Global Compact for Migration, although not legally binding,
includes a comprehensive framework of best practices and policy instruments to increase
international cooperation and sharing of responsibility in the governance of migration in all
of its dimensions. It does this while giving countries the space to respond to their national
circumstances and priorities, in full respect of international law and of the human rights of
all migrants, regardless of their status. Its implementation will help all Governments, as well



as non-governmental entities, including faith-based organizations, collectively to manage
migration in a more safe, orderly and regular manner, something no State can achieve
alone.

Mr. President,

Pope Francis has dedicated much of his pontificate to raising awareness about the plight of






