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Pacific regional seminar on the implementation of the Fourth International
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism:

innovative steps to ensure the attainment of the Sustainable Development
Goals in the Non-Self-Governing Territories

—-— N B OOk -



"Prena.tﬂj;mnjbr.thp_l‘.ull_Mf_,g&mM {ypvernment:
ae_ﬂmm.,.”‘-.,. e EV a ol Th - un &_,.3.1
) i 1 i-'—HfJV‘W—
' 1

- 4‘1
L

THT PR e .




Accordingly, the achicvement of the SDGs for NSGTs is directly related to the realisation of this
Charter obligation.
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The present paper reviews challenges to a genuine self-determination process amid
prevailing attempts at dependency legitimisation, considers the delegation of power in the
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Request(ed) the Government of France, as the Administering Power concerned, to intensify its
dialogue with French Polynesia in order to facilitate rapid progress towards a fair and effective
self-determination process, under which the terms and timelines for an act of self-
determination will be agreed, and fo extend its cooperation to the Special Committee (on
Decolonisation) in the implementation of the present resolution (emphasis added)

France as the AP has not acknowledged the validity of the 2013 resolution and has not
transmitted information to the UN as required under Ardicle 73(0) of the UN Charter. (UN, 1945).
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progress towards a fair and effective self-determination process, under which the terms and
timelines for an act of self-determination. .., and to extend its cooperation to the Special

Committee (on Decolonisation),"®

Whilst statements in favour of the principle of self-determination are routinely made by

most administering powers the matter of what exactly constifutes self-determination is the
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conformity with the legitimate political status options, based on the principles clearly defined in
Assembly resolution 1541 (XV) and other relevant resolutions and decisions." 7

The victory of the Tavini Huira’atira Party in the April 2023 elections in French
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ruling party has consistently argued for a proper international self-determination process in their
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the Special Committee on Decolonisation requesting that decolonisation work plan as contained
in annual resolutions on implementation of the Decolonisation Declaration be initiated for that
territory.,






The policy of the zero-sum game has prevailed where there is either the retention of the
status quo dependency status or independence on offer. This is scen in the consistency of
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1. UNILATERAL AUTHORITY

This matter of unilateral authority over the NSGTs is a common feature of the existent
dependency airangcmcnts notwithstanding the insistence of the administering Powers that the
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removed from the UN List of NSGTs. Hence, just as the matter of what constitutes an authentic

self-determination process remains the subject of interpretation, there are also differences on how
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conclude that the French organic laws... do not pass muster as legitimate constitutions by
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put in place in licu of - rather than synonymous with - a genuine Instrument of Democratic
Governance (IDG) such as a constituiion.
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relevant US court decision which:

...recogniz{ed) the “long history of colonization” of the island and its people and the
“desire of those colonized to have their right to seclf-determination,” (but
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goyernapea struchuee isareasised in such g mannger afa nepvide fordis wholesaleamitateral

. L P IaTaTAT ATV S SR 1 REaYa N

LSS (RO R e N et R e e e . .
___ - ‘
] E

"‘l“l__ Lo 1A L T T S A JUNUUL IV, S0 DWPRIDS DN SR URIPRDI SRS D SRS 2D SIS | " . 4 1 1 1

o il'rJ T mn ;
\




somewhat ‘catch-all’ conditionality. Any of these conditions is confirmation of the
unilateralism inherent in the dependency governance model (Bermuda, 2022: 152).
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{T)he powers of the elected Virgin Islands Government under the 2007 Order are
recognised within the framework of an historic level of delegation of authority. This
delegation is wholly consistent with the oreparatorv obligation of the UK_as the
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full measure of self-government (FMSG). It is in this sense that Section 60(1) of the 2007
Order accurately frames the specific competencies within thc area of deicgatlon of power
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GIL.OSSARY OF ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS *

AP Administering Power
DAP Decolonisation Acceleration Period
DEP Decolonisation Engagement Period

Decolonisation Deceleration Period

EDG Elected Dependency Governance

FMSG Full Measure of Self~Government
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of Colonialism
IDG Instrument of Democratic Governance
IUA Instrument of Unilateral Authority
NSGT(s) Non Self-Governing Territory(ics)
PSG Preparation for Self-Government
SDG(s) Sustainable Development Goal(s)
SGA Self-Governance Assessment
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