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administering Powers, France, New Zealand and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, participated as observers. The following other Member States
also participated as observers: Algeria, Argentina, Honduras, Morocco, Spain and
Uganda.

7. At the 1st meeting, on 2 May 2019, Loreen Ruth Bannis-Roberts (Dominica)
and Yassi Maximin Brou (Céte d’Ivoire) were appointed Vice-Chairs of the seminar,
while Fred Sarufa (Papua New Guinea) was appointed Rapporteur.

8. At the same meeting, the seminar adopted its programme of work
(CRS/2019/CRP.2).

9. The agenda of the seminar was as follows:

1.  Role of the Special Committee in making viable advancements in the
Non-Self-Governing Territories through cooperation, collaboration and
consensus:

(a) Strategies to ensure the advancement of the decolonization process;

(b) Strengthening cooperation with the administering Powers, the
Non-Self-Governing Territories and other stakeholders.

2. Perspectives of the administering Powers, the Non-Self-Governing
Territories and other stakeholders:

(a) Political developments in the Non-Self-Governing Territories:
(i) Inthe Caribbean region;
(ii)  Inthe Pacific region;
(iif) In other regions;

(b) Strategies to overcome the challenges in decolonization;

(c) Ensuring the well-being of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories and their political, economic, social and educational
advancement.

3.  Role of the United Nations system in providing development assistance
to Non-Self-Governing Territories in accordance with relevant United
Nations resolutions: presentations by the funds and programmes,
specialized agencies, regional economic commissions and others.

4. Recommendations for advancing decolonization.

Proceedings of the seminar

Opening of the seminar
10. On 2 May 2019, Keisha McGuire (Grenada) opened the seminar in her capacity
as the Chair of the Special Committee.

11. At the same meeting, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Labour of Grenada,
Peter David, addressed the seminar.

12. Also at the same meeting, the Secretary-General gave a message to the seminar
through a video.

19-13068



Al74/23

19-13068

Statements and discussions!

13. At the 1st meeting, on 2 May, the representative of Cuba made a statement
concerning the representative accredited to the Permanent Mission of Cuba to the
United Nations in New York who had planned to participate in the seminar but was
unable to do so owing to the non-issuance of a visa by the authorities of the United
States of America, and noted that it was important that the issue be further addressed
by the Committee. The Chair made a statement. The representatives of the Syrian
Arab Republic, the Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela, Nicaragua and Grenada and the observer for Algeria made
statements in support of Cuba.

14. At the same meeting, the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic made a
statement expressing concern over the question of non-funding by the United Nations
for the participation of a representative of Frente Popular para la Liberacién de Saguia
el-Hamra y de Rio de Oro (Frente POLISARIO) in the seminar. Statements were made
on the same issue by the representatives of the Russian Federation, Cuba, Timor-Leste
and Nicaragua and the observer for Algeria in favour of previous practice. The Chair
made a statement clarifying the decision in accordance with rule 6 of the rules of
procedure for the conduct of the Caribbean regional seminar adopted by the
Committee, as reflected in the annex to document A/AC.109/2019/19. The
representatives of Sierra Leone, Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda, Cote d’lvoire,
Chile, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, the Congo, Papua New Guinea, Grenada,
Indonesia and Fiji and the observer for Morocco made statements in support of the
Chair.

15. At the same meeting, under agenda item 1, the Chair made a statement.
Statements were made by the representatives of Indonesia, China, Papua New Guinea,
Sierra Leone, Ethiopia, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and Timor-Leste and by
the observers for Argentina, Spain, France and Uganda, as well as by Joseph John
Bossano. Further statements were made by the following experts: Wilma Reverdn-
Collazo and Peter Clegg.

16. At the 2nd meeting, on 2 May, the seminar began its consideration of agenda
item 2 (a) (i) and heard presentations by the Premier of the British Virgin Islands,
Andrew Fahie, the Deputy Premier of Bermuda, Walter Roban, and the Lieutenant
Governor of the United States Virgin Islands, Tregenza Roach, on the questions
pertaining to each of those Territories. Presentations were also made by three experts,
Mr. Clegg, Judith Bourne and Ms. Reverén-Collazo.

17.
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(i) In view of the cross-cu
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(c) Also noted the information provided that, despite constitutional advances,
contradictions in the Territory’s internal self-
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Recalled the need to put into practice the appeal made by the United Nations to
Spain and the United Kingdom to hold talks on the question of Gibraltar in order to
reach, in the spirit of the Brussels Agreement of 27 November 1984 and listening to
the interests of the population of Gibraltar, a definitive and negotiated solution to the
controversy in the light of the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the
applicable principles and in accordance with the spirit of the Charter of the United
Nations, noted that, given that the tripartite Forum for Dialogue on Gibraltar had
ceased to exist, Spain and the United Kingdom were trying to set up a new mechanism
for local cooperation, in the interest of social well-being and regional economic
development, in which the competent Gibraltarian local authorities and the competent
Spanish local and regional authorities would participate, and expressed the hope that
the mechanism could start work soon;

With regard to the situation in Western Sahara:

Recalled the mandate of the Special Committee towards self-determination for
the people of Western Sahara, reaffirmed all resolutions of the General Assembly and
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Syrian Arab Republic

Timor-Leste

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)

Ammar Awad?
Julio Da Costa Freitas

Leoneto Spinhola Ley de Araujo
Mantilo
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Non-Self-Governing Territories
Bermuda

British Virgin Islands

Falkland Islands (Malvinas)®
French Polynesia

Gibraltar

Guam

Montserrat

Walter H. Roban
Andrew A. Fahie
Claude Skelton-Cline
Najan Christopher
Eliezer “Benito” Wheatley
Hamlet Mark

Roger Anthony Edwards
Manuel Terai

Joseph John Bossano
Albert Poggio

Melvin Won Pat-Borja

Debra Lewis
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