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Madame Chair,

Distinguished Representatives and Delegates of Member States,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to address the Committee for the second time here in Grenada on behalf of the

Frente POLISARIO, the legitimate and UN-recognised representative of the people of the Non-Self-

Governing Territory of Western Sahara, which has been on the agenda of this Committee since 1963.

The theme of the seminar dealing with the  Implementation of the Third I ternational Decade for

the Eradication of Colo ialism: accelerating decolonization through renewed commitment and pragmatic

measures  is relevant to the question of Western Sahara. It is my intention therefore to share with you the

views of the Frente POLISARIO on the current situation and the way forward in the decolonisation process

of the Territory.

The question of Weste   Sahara as a Non-Self-Governing Territory is a straightforward and clear-

cut issue of decolonisation in accordance with the resolutions of the General Assembly, which is the

principal organ of the U  with the responsibility regarding matters of decolonisation. The decolonisation

process of Western Sahara was however interrupted violently due to Morocco s military invasion and

occupation of the Territory on 31 October 1975, an occupation that was deplored by the Security Council

and the General Assembly in an unequivocal manner.

In its resolution 380 of 6 November 1975, the Security Council strongly deplored the holding of

the Moroccan so-called  green march  which marked the beginning of the military invasion of our country.

In operative paragraph 2 of resolution 380, the Security Council {I quote)  calls upon Morocco immediately

to withdraw from the Territory of Western Sahara all the participants in the march  {unquote).

The General Assembly,  epresenting the common voice of the international community, has also

deplored deeply the Moroccan occupation, which was carried out in violation of the objectives and purposes

of the UN Charter  nd fundamental principles of International la . In operative paragraph 5 of its resolution

34/37 of 21 November 1979, the General Assembly (/ quote)  deeply deplores the aggravation of the

situation resulting from the continued occupation of Western Sahara by Morocco and the extension of that

occupation to the territory recently evacuated by Mauritania  (unquote). In operative paragraph 6 of the

same resolution, the General Assembly further (7 quote) “urges Morocco to join in the peace process and

to terminate its occupation of the Territory of Western Sahara” (unquote).

In operative paragraph 3 of its resolution 35/19 of 11 November 1980, the General Assembly (7

quote)  again declares that it is deeply concerned at the aggravation of the situation deriving from the

continued occupation of Western Sahara by Morocco and from the extension of that occupation to the part

of Western Sahara which was the subject of the peace agreement concluded on 10 August 1979 between

Mauritania and the Frente Popular para la Liberacion de Saquia el-Hamra y de Rio de Oro” (unquote). In

operative paragraph 9 of the same resolution, the General Assembly further (7 quote)  reiterates the appeal

contained in its resolution 34/37 whereby it urged Morocco to join in the peace process and to terminate

the occupation of the Territory of Western Sahara” (unquote).

The presence of Morocco in Western Sahara is therefore an illegal military occupation, and this is

a well-established fact, despite the futile efforts of the occupying power and its apologists to convince the

Committee and others of something different, using to that end all sorts of manipulation, misinformation

and other underhanded methods. For that reason, all actions undertaken by the Moroccan occupying State
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in Western Sahara, whether they are politic l, social, economic, and cultural or of any other character are

essentially colonial practices imposed by force. They are also contrary to the principles of both international

law and international humanitarian law, and hence they have no legal legitimacy and cannot have any effect

on the legal status of Western Sahara as a Non-Self-Governing Territory.

Now let me say this loud and clear. The conflict in Weste   Sahara is not a sectarian, ethnic or

civil war. We do not have any conflict with our sisters and brothers who live under Morocco s occupation



On 30 April 2019, the Security Council adopted its resolution 2468 (2019), whereby it extended

the mandate of the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) for a period of six

months. In the resolution, the Security Council reiterated its call on the t o parties the Frente

POLISARIO and Morocco to resume negotiations under the auspices of the UN Secretary-General


