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HISTORY

General Assembly resolution 1654 (XVI), which established the Special Committee in 1961, in
operative paragraph 5, specifically directed it "to carry out its task by employment of all means
which it will have at its disposal within the framework of the procedures and modalities which it
shall adopt for the proper discharge of its functions..." The Committee, at its first meeting on 20
February 1962, during the discussion of its proposed modus operandi, recognized outright the
value of information on the non-self-governing territories and its uses to promote the cause of
decolonization1.

Throughout its 55 years of existence, the Committee has paid special attention to outreach
activities to get its message across to the international community. These efforts became more
focused upon the inauguration of the Week of Solidarity with the Colonial Peoples of Southern
Africa and Guinea (Bissau) and Cape Verde Fighting for Freedom, Independence and Equal
Rights, proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 2911 (XXVII), which was adopted in 1972.
The resolution proposed that the Week should begin on 25 May, which is also known as the
Africa Liberation Day, given that it marked the formation of the Organization of African Unity
(OAU), which became known as the African Union in 2002. By its operative paragraph 2 the
resolution recommended that on the occasion of the Week of Solidarity, "meetings should be
held, appropriate materials should be published in the press and broadcast on radio and television
and public campaigns should be conducted with a view to obtaining contributions to the
Assistance Fund for the Struggle against Colonialism and Apartheid".

Since 1972, all reports of the Special Committee to the General Assembly contained a section
specifically devoted to the activities of the Week.

For example, such activities in 1975 included, the Chairman's briefing to the news media
accredited to the United Nations; a public exhibition of photographs, books and magazines
depicting the struggle of colonial peoples for freedom and independence; a press conference of
the Chairman, during which he emphasized the importance of public information and the role of
the news media in rallying support for the liberation struggle of colonial peoples, and urged the

1
United Nations, General Assembly, Official records, Seventeenths session, Annexes, Addendum to agenda item

25, The situation with regard to the implementation of the Declaration on the grating of independence to colonial
countries and peoples: report of the Special Committee established under General Assembly resolution 1654 (XVI),
Document A/5238.



international press to lend its fullest possible cooperation. The week of solidarity activities in
1975 also included an informal panel discussion to consider ways and means of improving the
dissemination of information on decolonization, and in addition to the participation of members
of C24 on the panel, other participants included members of a number of permanent missions of
Member States to the UN, representatives of specialized agencies and other organizations within
the UN system, members of the UN Council for Namibia, the Special Committee on Apartheid
and the Commission on Human Rights, representatives of national liberation movements from
colonial Territories in Africa, as well as a large number of representatives of the information
media and NGOs. Furthermore, the Office of Public Information, as it was then known, held a
public screening of two films depicting the liberation struggle of the peoples of the colonial
Territories in southern Africa2.

Week of solidarity activities in 1976 also included a press conference by the Chairman of C24; a
special meeting of C24, where statements were made by the Chair, a representative of the
Secretary-General; the Deputy Permanent Representative of France to the United Nations (on
behalf of the President of the Security Council), the Permanent Representative of Mexico (in his
capacity as Acting President of the UN Council for Namibia), the Permanent representative of
Nigeria (in his capacity as Chairman of the Special Committee against Apartheid), the Executive
Secretary of OAU to the United Nations, and the Chairs of the Regional Groups at the United
Nations for the month of May 1976. Also in connection with the observance of the Week of
solidarity that year, messages were received from the Director-General of UNESCO, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Indonesia and the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines.
Other activities in commemoration of the week in 1976 included an exhibit of photographs and
publications relating, inter alia, to the liberation struggle of the colonial peoples of southern
Africa at the UN Headquarters and UN Office at Geneva, and the screening by the Office of
Public Information of eight films relating to the same liberation struggle.3 Similar events were
held in 1978 to mark the week of solidarity that year, and also in 1980,4 with the cooperation of
the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat, assisted by United Nations information
centers throughout the world.

The 209th report of the Sub-Committee of the Special Committee, which it adopted at its
116Gth meeting on 16 May 1980 (A/AC. 109/L. 1351) contained, inter alia, the following
recommendations for the observance of the Week in 1980:

a)

b)

The Chairman of the Special Committee might issue a statement of support for the colonial peoples of
southern Africa fighting for freedom, independence and equal rights;
The Department of Public Information could be requested to organize, in consultation with the United
Nations Council for Namibia and the Special Committee against Apartheid, at Headquarters and in the
United Nations information centres:
(i) An exhibition of photographs and publications depicting the struggle of the colonial peoples of

southern Africa for freedom and independence;
(ii) The public screening of films on the struggle for independence in southern Africa;

2 A/9023iRev.1 [VOL.I], pp.34-35.
3 A/31/23/rev. 1 [VOL.I], pp.39-40
4 In 1982, the Week was renamed "Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Namibia and All Other Colonial
Territories, as well as those in South Africa, Fighting for Freedom, Independence and Equal Rights" (A/37/51, p.
292)). In 1998, the Week received its current name -the Week of solidarity with the peoples of the non-self-
governing territories.







towards what exactly can be done in practical terms to restore the original intent and scope of the
Week of solidarity as an important carrier of decolonization message to the international
community.

Certainly, we must be realistic. It seems, given the current international climate and expressed
priorities of the Organization, that it would be impossible to return the Week to its original scope
and glory. To reverse the negative trend of the past two decades, the Special Committee,
perhaps, should initiate small gradual steps intended to comply with the provisions of resolution
2911 (XXVII), especially its operative paragraph 2, in the sense of closely tying the activities of
the Week of solidary to the overall strategy of the outreach activities of the Special Committee at
all levels envisaged by the Plan of action. The most recent General Assembly resolution on the
dissemination of information on decolonization provides an important guidance in this regard.

Against that background, I would like to propose below some recommendations for the
consideration of the Special Committee, and it should be understood that these activities may
have a much wider impact at all levels envisaged for the outreach activities of the Special
Committee in the plan of action for the Third Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism.

RECOMMENDATIONS

(1) In order to maintain a global focus of the decolonization agenda, the Special Committee
should plan and implement concrete activities in observance of the Week of solidarity,
either immediately before of immediately after the annual regional seminar, including the
following:

a. Holding a special meeting of the Committee specifically devoted to the Week
with invitations extended to the Secretary-General, President of the Security
Council, President of the General Assembly, President of ECOSOC and the
President of the Trusteeship Council;

b. Organizing an exhibit of documents at the Dag Hammarskj61d Library on the
history of the Declaration;

c.  Organizing at the UN Headquarters a photo exhibit devoted to the history of the
Special Committee, which should feature photos and other audio-visual material
from the DPI archives. Also, a special outreach to Committee experts should be
conducted to gather exhibit materials, and ! am sure all of us here will be happy to
help in that regard. I personally will be honored to contribute to this effort.

d. Organizing at UN Headquarters a screening of documentaries on the liberation
movements in Africa from the UN archives; Interviewing the Chair of the Special
Committee on the United Nations radio, which may be subsequently broadcast in
syndicated form to those local radio stations which collaborate with DPI in
disseminating UN material;

e. Exploring the possibility of issuing a commemorative United Nations stamp
devoted to the Week of Solidarity, which will mark its 45th anniversary in 2017;

(2) The Special Committee, through its partnership with DPI and DPA, which both have very
talented staff, some of whom are present in the room today, could compile a press kit
containing essential information on the Declaration and the importance of the Week of
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Solidarity, as well as other relevant information to ensure that the media adequately
covers the issue of decolonization. Such kit, in both print and electronic form, may be
distributed to the local media in the country hosting the annual decolonization seminar.
All publications that can be used to compile such a kit, are already available. I should
make a full disclosure that, even though many delegations remember me as the former
Secretary of the Committee, I was, in my prior UN life a former staff member ofDPA. I
also started my career in the UN Secretariat as an Associate Information Officer. So I
take this opportunity to salute both Departments, DPI and DPA.

(3) The Special Committee should forge a close working relationship with NGOs concerned
with decolonization, and a first step in this direction, the Special Committee can request
the Secretariat to compile a list of NGOs with an expertise in this area. For such an
exercise, perhaps the current list of NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC1° could be
a useful tool for selecting relevant NGOs engaged with decolonization issues.

(4) The Special Committee should request, through the Committee on Conferences, a special
commemorative meeting of the General Assembly to celebrate its 55th anniversary in
November 2016 during the main part of the regular session of the General Assembly. If
this is not possible, the Special Committee, through the same channel, should request the
permission to hold its own commemorative meeting during that period with invitations
extended to the the Secretary-General, President of the Security Council, President of the
General Assembly, President of ECOSOC and the President of the Trusteeship Council,
and to all Member States, regional groups and UN-system specialized agencies.

(5) It is understood that all these proposed activities would be adequately covered in the
United Nations media and would receive global exposure through the network of the
United Nations information centres. It should also be kept in mind that all
commemorative outreach activities intended for the observance of the Week of Solidarity
must of necessity be considered on a case-by-case basis, given that each decolonization
case has its own particular circumstances and much care must be taken in appreciating
those circumstances.

6) The Special Committee could also promote the decolonization agenda in general and
Week of Solidarity activities in particular through active advocacy and outreach to major
regional groups - AU, ASEAN, OAS, Pacific Island Forum etc., by attending their
meetings, seminar and conferences to address them, in order to build support for the
Committee's work and vision. In its early years, the Committee Chair or other
representatives participated in some of these regional meetings, and the time has come for
it to revive them. In this regard, I recall that as recently as in 2014 in a procedural
document of the Committee there was a section entitled "Representation at seminars,
meetings and conferences of intergovernmental and other organizations", in which it
recommended to the General Assembly that the Committee continue to be represented at
seminars, meetings and conferences organized by United Nations bodies and other
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations active in the field of

10 http:iicsonet.orgicontent/documentsiE-2014-lNF-5%201ssued.pdf
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listed above. It seems that most of these activities may not have financial implications as they
may be already absorbed by the regular budget. Anyway, this issue begs further consultations
with the Department of Public Information.

As a footnote, I would like to note that the press releases prepared by our colleague from DPI at
this particular seminar serve as an invaluable source of the proceedings of the seminar. The


