


Mr. Chairman

Allow me at the outset to express my delegation’s appreciation for the
excellent way in which you are conductmg our work. We are confident
that your able leadership and vast experience will steer our dehberatlons
to a productive outcome.

I would hke also to thank you personally and, thlough you, the
Government of Ecuador for the hospitality and for the. ‘excellent
organizational and logistical work in preparation for this Seminar

My thanks go further to the other members of the Bureau and to the
Secretariat for the arrangements made to ensure a successful Seminar.

M. Chaixm&ﬁfi

Algerla attaches a great n:nportance to the full completion of the
decolonization process and has, in this regard, a longstanding position
regarding the implementation of the Declaration on the granting of
: mdepe ndence to COlO]Jldl countries: <1:|1d peoples.

My eduntry haS supponted the laun.chjng of the third international decade
for the elimination of colonialism in order to give the additional
necessary momentum 0 the resolution of the remaining cases. While
exposing clearly the delay in completmg the task of decolonization, the
adoption of the third international ds eade msists also on the determination
of the international ‘community to rzdouble its efforts to achieve that
noble goal : |

It is our belief that the completion of the decolonization ];):Eocess is
inevitable given the fact that'cclonialism in all its forms and
mamfesta,tlons is in contravention with the principles of the UN Charter
and with the norms of international lﬁm

M. C]hazrman - |

W1thm the fmmework of the third 11:Lternat10na1 decade for the el mmatmn
of colonialistn, our objective remains the same as contained in the Plan of
Action (document A/56/61), which has clearly outlined the nec essity to
ensure “the full implernentation of the Declaration on the Gz Lntmg of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples through the exercise of
the right to self~determination and mdependenee by the populaticns of the
remaitting Nen-Self-Governing Territories, in accordance with all
relevant resolutions and decisions pf the General Assembly and mth the
principles contained in the Declaration”.
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Therefore, tae -imporiance in this process lie:s \iith -the full
implementation of the principle of self-determination, 'whick. is one of the
four UN basic principles embodied in its Charter and recoguized as &
fundamental uman right in the UN human rights. treaties of 1066 and 1 it

. . \
many other mtemauonal and rf,gmna,l instruments o ;

- In doing so, it is important to ehsure that the decoloniz atj‘on of the 16 nor:
self-governing territories 1s dealt with fairly and in a manner that permJt<
to their peoples to freely choose their political and economlc fufure and to
dispose of their natural resources. -

Mr Cha:mnan |

My country- remains p:ll‘t]CLllaﬂy preoccupied by the- 51tuat1011 mn thc
neighboring territory of W estemn Sahara, one of the 16 non self-| govemmg
territories. The people of this territory are not yet allowed to exercise
thelr fundamental right of self-determination and to freely decide their
own future in accordance with the principles of the UN C harter and 1ts
relevant re solutn »ns on decolonization. ‘

It is worth recallmg that Western Sahara j is the last place of colonial rule
in Africa, which is still waiting to exercise its inalienable ngh1 to self-
deterrninarion. Both the International Court of Justice in 1975 and the
legal Department of the Umted Nations iri 2002 kave presented opn:m:)n¢
that both confirm that the final status of the territory of Western Sahara 1 18
yet to be determined and reaffirm the mahenab]e right of the Sahrawi

people to self- determination. However, the referendum mandated by the
Security C ouncﬂ three decades ago has yet to be matenathd i

Algeria is of the view that the way forward lies mﬁmtably with the United
Nations exercising fully its responsibility to safeguard the right of the
people of Western Sahara to self-determination in accordance wi
resolution 1514 of the General Assembly and Wlth the U nited Natlon‘*
rules and practices on decolonization.

Our hope remains that, as it did succe ssfully in the past, the UN
Organization uphold its obhgdtlons and provide the necessary conditions
that will enable the people of Western Sahara to exercise its right to self-
determination 1n the context of arrangements consistent with thc
pnnmples and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations.

MxChalrman |

The Security Council has clearly and repeatedly defmed the parameters
guiding the ongoing negotiations to find a solution to the conflict of
Western Sahara, by calling upon Morocco and the Polisario Front to enter,
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