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Introduction 

Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates of the Special 



bodies with a view to the practical achievement of the social, economic, and scientific 
purposes set forth in this Article; and 

e. � to transmit regularly to the Secretary-General for information purposes, subject to such 
limitation as security and constitutional considerations may require, statistical and other 
information ofa technical nature relating to economic, social, and educational conditions 
in the territories for which they are respectively responsible other than those territories to 
which Chapters XII and XIII apply." 

The NGOs have been working together for more than a decade making submissions to the UN Special 
Committee on Decolonization and our administering Power, the UK, calling for the need for proper 
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The CICOC was invited by the Cayman Islands Government to participate on the negotiating team that 
drafted the new constitution that was approved by voters during the Islands' first national referendum in 
2009.. 

Historical decolonization background 
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including the constitutions (or as some would refer it as "the administration document") through Orders­
in-Council which the UK calls their "nuclear option". The UK professes to advocate constitutional 
modernization yet they are prohibiting further examination and education of the rights to self­
determination options available under UN Charter Article 73, Resolution and Affirmations reinforced by 
their attempts to de-list the Cayman Islands and other OTs as NSGTs altogether. 

There continues to be a need for greater active involvement by the peoples of the NSGTs in the 
constitutional consultation process. Traditionally, the preferred path to progress within the terms of the 
lJN resolution for the self determination agenda is to work with the elected governments and the 
administering Power. We believe that UN guidelines for self-determination are as applicable today as 
when they were first drafted. 

Whilst we fully support this course of action as one of the active civil society participants in the recent �
constitutional negotiations, we ask the Special Committee to also consider engaging the NGOs more �
actively in the process ofpreparing our people to make an educated choice regarding future �
constitutional modernization and our right to self-determination. �

Civil society groups like ours are trying to work with the C24 to achieve its stated goal of eliminating 
colonialism. It is therefore sad to realize that there has been absolutely no financial assistance or 
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The Cayman Experience 



Mr. Steve McField, the Honorary Representative for the Cayman Islands Government speaking at the 
Pacific Regional Seminar in Noumea, New Caledonia in 2010 said that there were changes which were 
considered "advancements", all of these however only "delegated" changes which can always be 
reversed, as in the case of the TCL There are no devolved powers in the new Cayman Islands 
Constitution; therefore our colonial status with our administering Power remains exactly the same. 

We do not regard the introduction ofa new administrative arrangement between the administering 
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And that is why we are here today. 

All of the provisions for self-detennination were relevant then and they are still relevant now. 

Recommendations & Goals 

So what is the way forward as we enter the Third International Decade for the Eradication of 
Colonialism? 

Some recommendations the Special Committee may wish to consider: 

• � Convene future regional seminars only in the NSGTs with public access including the press 
to all deliberations in keeping with the protocols already in practice by the C24 and the 
Fourth Committee meetings; 

• � Work with the Government and Civil Society groups in the NSGTs to provide governance 
education resources and funding; 

• � Prepare educational materials on the self-detennination options; 

• � Implement the actions called for in the plan ofaction adopted at the seminar in 2003, the later 
plan ofaction adopted for the second IDEC or develop one for the third decade consistent 
with the proposal made by an eminent Caribbean expert at the 2010 seminar in Caledonia 
one that meets the current needs; 

• � Work with regional organizations ego CARICOM towards governance and capacity building 
of the NSGTs; 

• � Find ways to develop governance and capacity building with or without the administering 
Powers cooperation and involvement; 

• � Open/expand access of the NSGTs to UN programmes, systems and services, specifically in 
the principles embodies in Resolution 2625 (Declaration of International Law concerning 
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations); 

• � �~�n�p�u�t� for the annual Working Paper must be received, in addition to the administering Power, 
the Civil Society and local Government in each of the NSGTs; 

• � Establish a minimum criteria set for the level of education to be conducted in an NSGT 
before self-detennination can be accomplished; 
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• � Establish governance information sources and reference systems within the UN Secretariat to 
share and educate on the services 


