








Gibraltar's GDP (around 42,14 million. £), maintzi

Territory and employs around 1040 people in the «maintenanca- o
installations: This impuoriant military preserice of the UK in Gibraltsr is epitomized by the -
existence among the civilian policemen of Gibraltar of UK miiitary- cfficers appointed to -

carry out police duties in the Territory.
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The Special Committee has many times urged the_A ministering Powers torwithdraw
their military bases and mstaﬂatlons from- colonial territories and to refrain from

establishing new ones. We believe this issue continues ta_be_at the teart of many-

colonial situations, like that of Gibraltar, that stil exist-around the world- A very clear-
example can be found in the case of the British Indian Ocean Territory, where
notwithstanding the expressed wishes of the native- mhab{taﬁ%s of this- arc:upe%ago e -

Chagossian people, to return to the Territory, the UK has epeaiedly stated that it wiil

not renounce to its sovereignty and devolve it to the Republic of Mauritius as long as it

is necessary for the defensive purposes of the UK.

All of this underlines the need for the Seminar and the Special Committes tn ayamine in
more detail this issue and to take it into account in its c’.c}fbc"ai'ors and conciusions. Ve

Iso reiter figt tocont incorporaie in
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about this aspect of colonialism in the Wnrkm“ papers # prepares annually regaiding
each of the remaining non-self governing lerritories. Allow me to thank the
Decolonization Unit of the UN Secretariat for the effort it has done in this direction in the'

working papers on the non-self governing territories published last month.

-

- Mr. Chairman, EEREEEE T

We very frequently liear siatements by interested parties blaming the UN Special

Committee for using an outdated set of criteria- to determine ¥ & Territory has beenn

effectively decolonized and for not making any progress towards that end. These same

quarters would be very happy to see the UN role in decolonization swiftly ended and

that the coloniai relationship between the Administering Power and ifs territories was
regarded as a purely internal matter no longer subject to international oversight. This
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The same is to be said of the statements on the natire of the Govnenorof Qihraltar i

-N0 use to say.the Governor is acting as Her-Majssty-the Queen's-representative in the
Territory and in right of that Territories, not as the UK rep '
change the nature of the Governor of Gibraltar as o
British Overseas Terrtories. He 5ass‘a*ecrisr—aMSﬁ‘carc?t:?:*Fureng. Afiair
Commiittee ol the House of Commons during the hearings that have taken o
first quarter of this year in its inquiry on aii the British Overseas Territories, "a creature
of the Foreign Office". It is absurd to pretend that his appointment is not made by the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office and that it is no t the Foreign Office that selects him

-and monitors_his perdformance . Furthermore, his Deputy, whe is atways a UK career

omat, also receives instructions “from i.ondon, and ‘participates, on behalf of the

Governor, in many local instances in which the UK has a say. For instance, in the
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In this propaganda effort by some to present the vern
having concluded its decolonization process we have algo witnessed in recent fimes 2
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more passive attitude by the UK as regards its
Territory. This has led to several situations in which the Territory has attempted to-play
a role of self-sufficiency, but hasn't had the capabilitics or knowledge to tackle the
problems with the resourcesravailéble. This has led to undesirable international
d the Administering Power intervered or
supported the efforts of the Territory to solve the issues, given its international

responsibility.

Mr. Chairman,

We trust that this semantic exercise will soon be abandoned and that time and

experience will_convince the UK to take on its obligation, in accordance with-the UN
-]

mandate, to engage in negotiations with Spain in order to-

However, you can rest assured that in the meantime Spain will continue to contribute; to

the extent possible, to prevent this colonial situation from affecting negatively the life of






