








Mr. Chairman,
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for the Saharawi people remains dire.
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In the occupied zone, the Saharawi people endure a premedimicd Tamprign -
of human rights abuses, including murder, torture, disappearance as well as
harassment and intimidation.

There are numerous and well-documeanted reports, by Amnesty Internatonal,

Human Rights Watch and nthers, on human rightsalumses by the Morocean - - —o0 =
-police and military forces in the occupied areas.despite 1IN presence in the.

Territorvy, The 1S bagsed human richts. n_rrr;'znxe:ag‘“ padom Houge included

4 TaaalilL LA AT e mrvamaalise okl V:meu

1
H
5:
D tn
Ed
" 2
02
(0
Q
;
E
&
r-. ™

(=]
L 2 (54
TITIII) sam1a03 A pameart A O S T2 Ta T erialL L~ ii.
: {O.L L\_F.L'.L\'} I35UEG & ';.Cf-t.i;l. oni o \-JLE}LCI..LMJ\_L ~ LT TOaRGT .u.l& & FESLC O Oic 11_.51\.;11

The report was transmitted to the parties but unfortunately it has not been -
made public yet.
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The conclusion of the report stated that “overall, . the h.:mal.:zzghls* sttuation s - T
of serious concern, particularly in the Moroccan-administered te 1‘1’1[’ ory of
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implemented.

Indeed, human rights abuses continue, Mozrocco uses intimidation and -
harassment to silence the Saharawis in the occupied areas. Hundreds of
Saharawis continue to languish in prison while the fate of about 500 Saharawt - --
civilians and 151 Saharawi prisoners of war is stl]l unknown. Morocco
continues to restrict the access of journalists and independent observers to
Western Sahara.



Mr. Chairman,

The other issue that I would like to bring to the attention of this Seminar is the
systematic plunder of the natural resources of Western Sahara particularly
{isheries and phosphates by Morocco in violation of international law.

_The Under-Secretary-General of Legal Affairs and the Legal Counsel of the
UN, Hans Correll, reiterated in an opinion oxr 29 Jaruary-2002-that Meorocco

is not considered as an administering power because “The Madrid Agreement
did not transfer sovereignty over the territory, nor did it confer upon any of
the signatories the status of an administering Power - a status which Spain
alone could not have unilaterally transferred.”

M. Correll concluded that "...if further exploration and exploitation activities
were to proceed in disregard of the interests and wishes of the people of
Western Sahara, they would be in violation of the international law principles
applicable to mineral resource activities in Non-Self-Governing Territories".



CONCLUSION

Mz, Chairman,

T L —iem el i e BT s T i B ot e L QY ot o P 5. [ SSRGS |
ALy WOLLLL B U.ng llUWUVCi tl U‘a’Ci U L.UL-U.!.LU.t."D WULLLLWI.LLE: lave reu ARttt
the Saharawi Republic which-is a full fledged member of the African Urdon -
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monitor the sifuationin Western Sahara and endeavour o push forward the
process of decolonisation until the Saharawi people are given a chance to
exercise their legitimate and inalienable right fo self-determination

We believe that the best way to achieve the decolonisation of Western Sahara

ig throuoh the oreanisaton of a free and fair referendum 1nder Fhe ansnices
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of the UN and the African Union.

A just and-lasting solution in-Western Sahara will be of benefit to the
Saharawi and Moroccan peopies and will contribute to the stability and
progress of the whole Maghreb region.
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is willing to-continue to cooperate- with e UN inthe —- -












