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Excellencies,
Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the-Government and the people of in ,uanes;a, in particutar the -
people of Bandung, | am pleased to bid you all a warm welcome to this beautiful city -
-as—we- gather here for the 2008 - United -;'"at"“ﬁs—--Faciﬁc% giona -Sertinar o
Decolonization.

Indonesia is greatly honoured to host this seminar. Apart from the privilege of
playing host to such an important even t, we are aiso given an other opportunlty t
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It is particularly significant that we are holding this seminar in Bandung, sate of
1he-uisu::nc ns:ammncan Conference of 1955. in fact, as mentioned y the Chair of
£

very building, Gedungr\..e.w.w,. el
Here, on 18 April 1955, President Sukarno, the founding President of

Indonesia, stood before the first generatiorrofAsianand African |eacfers and-attegted "

moAe

to their united stand on the issue of decolonization. “We are united,” he said, “by a
common detestation of colonaal:sm in whatever fcarm lt appears We are united by a
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preserve and stabilize peace in the worid 5

In that historic' conference, the new emerging sovereign hations of 'Asid and™
Africa gave notice to the world at large that they were determined to take an active
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role in the mainstream of [nternationai affairs. They also rang the death knall of
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On that occasion, 29 countries were represented in this building. Fifty years
- later, .in-- 2008, when--the- Covernment of Indonesia -nr “couperalion wiin the
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Conference, -108- countries—all proudly indspsndent all ¢ aqua thelr

scveretgntywwere-repfesented here.

B It ic therafora claar that much nroaraee hae, haon made  But not in tha extent
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that decolonization is no longer an issue-ltstilbis:- - - e

Thus, this seminar is held at a very critical juncture as the Second .
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international Decade for the Eradication of Colonialisn . 3
scheduled completion in 2010. The main them of this years semmar pnonttes for

the ramaindar of tha- r{mr-mrln., ie tharafora yans hnﬂa‘\t - .- I
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each of you who represem the Special uommittee—m~ .;ber states,the adminis

Powers, and the Non-self-governin ritories. - -——- ¢ -~
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push the decolonization agenda forward in domg S0, we must thmk outsmfe the box
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W e mustout the guest fordas

we must reatly lsten

accommodation. VWe must
united the first generation ¢
than half a ceniury ago, so
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