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Process of Decolonization of the Non-Self- (. roverring Territories: THE MONTSERRAT CASE e

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
On behalf the Government of Montserrat,

opportunity to participate in this Seminar to discuss tangible actions that must be carried out

e
N
&‘

wish to thank te Conrmines fo¢ this

~-{obligatory) to advaiice and make real the process for non—self~govemi_ng countries and peoples

to attain full self-determination (however ey so define it) } before. eﬂdvaf—thi&dee&é&&ﬁnefe—

IlkEIY, the next. The GDVemment and PCD‘DEE of Mnnl\.;-‘rr'.rr aion Trinh ¢ o thamde oui ll'JbL, e -
Government of Grenada, and extend warm eetings and best wishes to everyone. Our

Iy
presentation will focus on the economic and political status of Moniserrat and the improbable

wishes of its people.
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HISTORICAL CVERVIEWW:
“Montserrat's history is of a people whe have- demionsirdted ircreidible courage” ~ ~ T

in the face of unprecedented dzsasters 1t does not disguise the resultant physrca

tne continuing burden of a tedious development, dogged by a belittling

.. dependency . But.the island is-not-withows high achievers in avrs, indusey,
political life and civie generosity. These give grounds for hope. ” (Howard

B

Montserrat is one of 14 ferritories under the sovereignty of the Uniied mngaom but not
considered pari of the United Kingdom itself, We are not considered British other than as a
person. Apart from two very short purivds of French occupation, the island has been a British

colony after it was settled, mostly by Irish Catholics, betwesn 1632 and 1634 for re'lg us and

economic reasons. Sugar, tobacco, limes and cotton fi production brought fortune and

many settlers. By 1650, Montserrat was 2 typiea! SUgaT and sizve celony with & pojubidion of
1,000, rising to 3,674 persons in 1678, of whom, 992 was black slaves. The racial make up was

reversed permanently in the early 17005 whon kback. slaves romprlesd 3880 of apopulativa. - oo

Our 375-year history as a British colony has been one of tribulations characterized by
¥ ¥ y
exploitative colonialism; po st-emancipation siavery and oppressive landlordism; and Devastating

natural disasters. Despite having the shadows of siave 1y lingering up to first haif of the 20%

" Fergus; H., Rule Britannia, 1984


































Concrare Steps and Actions to be tuken io advance and somplete z',z,;_;_'"
FProcess of Dacolonizdiion of the N D8-Selfovariting Tasritr s TITE MONTSER iTCAS
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» The Commissioners believe the UK government welcumes: any asptranon that Montserrattans

: it Gnd 1S inost unpressive expression, botl in quaiity deveiopment aid and
in the delegaﬂon and devolution of authority to the local government to the highest degree

The last point however, seems to be off the table. Presently FCO and Montserrat are at a
stalemate except the UK side has the upper hand because, they have the final say. We have
igreed some provisions that modernise our constitution in terms of bridging certam gaps in the
Fundamental Rights Part and the introduction of Parts on the = Public Service and the Wationat

Advisory Council. They have rejected ali oi proposals for advancement. And although they

By we are not b\vu.xs picssured 1o agies dnymmg, we l1ve with the’ constant I.'EI'ﬂ}l‘lucr L[lat WE
wre in deficit and are dependent on them. We are living alongside a live voleano for 12 vears

10w and under a Declared State of Emergency of almost the same duration so the Governor can
-sasily revoke the constitution at any time or the UK could impose direct ruie as they considered

loing in [996...

Only the UK has a right to grant us a new constitution and since we can’t seem to agree

ifwhat the BOTY $pae Ian da.

_on the outstanding points, if what the FCU team leader said & start of the talksis rue, our

1989 constitution will stand. And if the draft new constitution is imposed they would have
clawed back responsibilities we currently have. We do not want-to let it be seen that we agree
with our present constititional status; our ultimate goal is full self-determination. We are
looking at advancement and hupe wo catt find sone special way of dealing with the “reserve’
maters rather than it seeming as though we are giving ifi'and going backwards rather than

forwards.
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We live with an active volcano-and ar praised lor resilience and comage: Our positive

ustinent and an element of faith. Our hope in the
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existence demands an e
future rests on the knowledge that the volcano is monitored professionally on a 24-hour pasis, the

north of Montserrat is safe, and that we have grasped the opportunity to remodel our TCUnomy T
bring it out of the doldrums of dependence on the British treasury though a national Sustainable

Development Plan (SDP). Our plan emerged from a consuitative process to enhance ownership
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to help-us on our road to recovery. The management of our ongoing volcanic crisis-can beused -
to formulate a model which benefits from the mistakes, for there were nustakes underlined by
hindsight; but there were positives enough that-velcano emergency management in the region ™

and beyond can extract valuable lessons. They can leamn not only how not to, but-also how to.
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We repeat some of our suggestions made in 2001, The colonies need to have greater
input in the process of decolonization. Two and & haif yeurs remain during the 2% decade to.. -

oesn’t seen likely. We therefore suggest that the UN finds some
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means of enforcing all of its articles in a meaningiul way and beyond that, the remaining

colonies are given the optiou of remoVing themselves from their administering power and
placing themselves under the care of a United Nations body until such as time as they can enter

the family of nations as a full-self governing state. — - -

Montserrat, not unlike other islands of the Caribbean, has a history of surviving disasters
ranging from devastating hurricanes to an erupting voleano. Unlike many of our neighbours,
however, we have hecome mired in a state of colomial conirol not withstanding emancipation and
internal efforts at creating our own economic independence, a task we had accomplished by 1983

relying on a mix of construction, residential tourism and manufacturing.

By 1989, we had our first Constitution Order placing all hitharta. Unipliing exdionites

for governance in one place, but making the retrograde step of assigning offshore finance as a
reserve of the Governer, 4 décision déscribed as part of a “pressure cooked constitution.”

Between 1999 and 2005, the idea of a “Partnership for Progress and Prosperity” had been

evolving into a constitutional review process, which appears even more retrogressive as it
provides for the Governor’s veto power over the Public Service Commission, a proposed
National Advisory Council and considers the grant to HE, powers to withdraw and assign funds
frowt guvernment of Monfserrat’s consolidated fund.

Madam Chair, thank you for this opportunity to speak for the Government and People of

Montserrat.




