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in some origin countries, while intensifying population decrease in others.
Although immigration can play a role in mitigating population decline or slowing
population ageing in destination countries, it cannot in most circumstances reverse
those trends.

For your consideration today, I would like to highlight a few key messages that are
important to UNFPA’s work:

Human rights of migrants — migrants are not numbers, they are human
beings endowed with inalienable human rights. Respecting and promoting their
rights, including their reproductive rights, as well as their contributions to
development — has to be high on the agenda of policy makers. Priority actions
include: one: promoting the ratification and effective implementation of all core
international human and labour rights instruments; two: calling for national action
plans to promote awareness of migrant realities and to fight xenophobia and
discrimination against migrants and three: implementing the many existing
frameworks to enhance migrants’ access to social protection and services, such as
their ancess tn_sexnal and renroductive health. services jncludine family nlannine . ;

Mainstreaming migration into national development policies and plans
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Building a life in a new country can foster greater independence and self-
confidence, and create opportunities for the empowerment of women. However,
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vulnerability. Moreover, all too often, female migration is accompanied by
exploitation and abuse and trafficking across borders, especially in unregulated and
informal sectors of the economy where women predominate. These women
typically have limited or no access at all to health insurance and public services,
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community is to continue to mobilize the resources required to implement the
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In addition to adequate resources, sound policy formulation on migration
issues must be based on a solid foundation of knowledge and evidence. To
effectively deal with the challenges migration poses, we need to better understand
1ts root causes; its relatlonshlp to development the impact of remittances; how
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labour a globalized economy; the role of diasporas; and the environmental impacts
of migration. Migrants and displaced persons in many parts of the world should
have access to health care including for sexual and reproductive health, elimination
of gender-based violence, as well as prevention and treatment of HIV and AIDS.
Policy dialogue, development planning and programme formulation require that
migration data is also disaggregated by age and sex. These are areas of work
where UNFPA can offer support and lend itself to greater collaboration with our
partners.




