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Population of the GCC countries has Population of the GCC countries has 
jumped from 7,766 (million) in 1970 to jumped from 7,766 (million) in 1970 to 
13,700 (million) in 1980, and to 33,075 13,700 (million) in 1980, and to 33,075 
(million) in 2005.(million) in 2005.
The highest annual growth rate took place The highest annual growth rate took place 
during the period of 1975during the period of 1975--1985.1985.
The oil boom of the 1970s is a major factor The oil boom of the 1970s is a major factor 
behind the large influx of foreign behind the large influx of foreign labourlabour..
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Medium Projection

For GCC States Population and Average Annual Growth Rate ( )%(1990- 2025(
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The need for foreign labour in the GCC The need for foreign labour in the GCC 
countries will continue for some long years to countries will continue for some long years to 
come.come.
The interests of powerful officials and The interests of powerful officials and 
merchants, property owners and labour merchants, property owners and labour 
recruiters, in addition to the social and economic recruiters, in addition to the social and economic 
welfare of the region, depend entirely on the welfare of the region, depend entirely on the 
presence of foreign communities.presence of foreign communities.
Surely they are here to stay for unforeseeable Surely they are here to stay for unforeseeable 
time to come.time to come.



2Table
Economic activities by nationality
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Problem of unemploymentProblem of unemployment

Can you imagine the problem of Can you imagine the problem of 
unemployment in the GCC countries?unemployment in the GCC countries?
Looking for a job is a difficult task in Looking for a job is a difficult task in 
the case of Saudi, Bahraini, and Omani the case of Saudi, Bahraini, and Omani 
nationals.nationals.
Unemployment is the problem officials Unemployment is the problem officials 
tend to talk about secretly.tend to talk about secretly.
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It is a cultural and social problem before it It is a cultural and social problem before it 
can be an economic one.can be an economic one.
It has produced political problems to It has produced political problems to 
authorities of Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.authorities of Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.
Mackenzie and NRS in Bahrain and Mackenzie and NRS in Bahrain and 
Sanad in Oman have produced results, Sanad in Oman have produced results, 
but it has a long way to achieve the goals. but it has a long way to achieve the goals. 



Regional and Arab CooperationRegional and Arab Cooperation

Arab and regional treaties on the Arab and regional treaties on the 
movement of Arab labour looks impressive movement of Arab labour looks impressive 

1992.6und. 
looks 

im
pressive 






