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A recently published report on International Migration Drivers by the Knowledge Centre on Migration 

and Demography of the European Commission (KCMD) [1] estimates the relevance of drivers of 

migration by looking at the statistical relation between migration data and demographic, economic and 
geographic country variables from international sources. Separate models consider different forms of 

migration (general world migration, asylum seekers, and residence permits to the EU for education, 

work and family re-unification) and different levels of development of countries of origin. The country 

(macro) perspective is complemented by an analysis of the individual characteristics of people who 

express an intention to migrate in the Gallup World Poll. In addition to the quantitative part, the report 

provides a review of the effect of migration policies, estimates of the number of people who will be 
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 Clustering is higher in general for migrants from third countries, for migrants from South America 
and South-East Asia and for specific countries of origin which have a recent history of conflicts. 

 The large size of the migrant community reduces the clustering, but it increases its isolation. 

 Migrants coming from distant and fragile countries are more likely to be isolated compared to 
migrants from neighboring countries. 

More recent research on the temporal dynamics of concentration of migrants between the 2001 and 

2011 censuses for Italy and Netherlands provides new empirical evidence about ongoing processes of 

desegregation. After a certain threshold of concentration areas which had high concentration in the past 

are experiencing a reduction in the share of migrants (Figure 9). This evidence is supporting an 

assimilationist model of integration. Despite the increase of the share of migrants at the aggregate level, 

there are unobserved factors at local level which determine after a certain time from arrival and after 

reaching certain thresholds of concentration a progressive spatial dispersion in the receiving society.  

In addition to the effects on integration, residential segregation has a fundamental role in shaping 

attitudes towards migrants. The size, proximity and segregation of ethnic groups in the physical space 
of cities can have powerful influences on the salience and stereotyping of the out group and these 

influences often translate in group bias, the rise of anti-immigration sentiment and populism. Ongoing 

research by Joint Research Centre of the European Commission is looking at the relation between 

concentration of migrants and electoral outcomes and how contact with migrants in the local context is 

influencing attitudes towards migration and integration as expressed in Eurobarometer surveys. 
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The KCDM is exploring the potential of big data and non-traditional data sources for migration. These 
efforts, strengthened by the KCMD and IOM's Global Migration Data Analysis Centre (GMDAC) 

initiative “Big Data for Migration Alliance (BD4M)” [10], led to the development of two areas of 

research. The first one exploits social media advertising platforms to estimate migration stocks and the 

second one looks at air traffic passenger data to estimate flows of migrants at global scale. 
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 The model is capable of reproducing EUROSTAT and OECD immigration statistics respectively 
with R squared values of 0.90 and 0.883. These results represent significant improvements with 

respect to current state of the art estimates of global migration flows based on a demographic 

accounting method [12] (Figure 12).  

 The two main added values of our approach of estimation consist in: producing global estimates of 

migration flows for countries of origin and destination currently not covered by OECD and 

EUROSTAT statistics (i.e. migration flows between developing countries), and, thanks to the 

monthly periodicity of the air traffic data, to provide more frequent and recent estimates. Since the 

data on air passengers is detailed at the level of single airports, in the case of large countries of 

origin and destination, the model could be used to 
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