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1. Rural-urban migration and the urban transition in Asia

With a total population of 4.2 billion, Asia is the most populous continent inaxtbedd, hosting
more than threefifths of the human population.t has experienced fast socioeconomic
development in recent decades



Migrantsnot only are the main labour source for labour intensive manufacturing and service
industriesin these citiesbut also play an increasingly important role in the industries relating to
information technology and cultural developmenmi Beijing for instance, migrants accounted
for half to three fourths of the labour force in the industries ranging from service to households
to construction and manufacturingnd nearly half of the labour force in the industries ranging
from information transmissiorgomputerservices and softwar real estate, culture, sport and
entertainment, acording to the 2010 census (Ma, Hu & Yin, 2014:348- Furthermore, the
inflow of these migrants makes the age structure of major migrant destination cities much
younger than it would otherwise be the caseducing the proportion of the population aged 60
and abovefrom 22.69% of the total populatignwhich would be the case if there had been
without migrants, to 14.94% in Shanghai at the time of the 2010 census (Zhang, 2015).

Clearly,the economic boms and agglomeration economies have been the underlying driving
force for the inflows of migrants to the cities; at the same time, it is these energetic and hard
working migrants who constitute the backbone tifesecities, and it is (n)-4(e)- 6aBS 0 Tse






2.2 The mobility transition and new forms of migration in Asia

Another important development that makes the urb#ansition paradigm focusing on rural
urban migration inadequatén Asia is related to thevell-known mobility transitiontheory. In
1971, Zelisky published his classic pap¢he hypothesis of mobility transition’in which he
points out that“there are definite, patterned regularities in the growth of personadbility
through spacdime” (Zelinsky 1971). Zelinsky dividdsuman mobilityinto five forms namely
international migration, domestic migration to the remote areas, runddan migration, urban
urban migration and intrawban migration, and circulatigrand its transition into five stages,
namelypre-modern traditional society (l), the early transitional society (Il), the late transitional
society (Il), the advanced society (1V), #melfuture superadvanced society (VMainly based
on the experiences of western countries, he demonstsateat diffeent forms of mobility
exhibit different trajectories in th@ evolution from the first to the last stage of thmobility
transition. Thus while ruralirban migration stad to decline inthe later period of the late
transitional societyafter its upward tend in the earlier transition stages, urbamnban and intra
urban migration, as well as circulation are still activéhis period of the mobility transition, and
will keep their upward trend in the stages aflvanced societgnd thefuture superadvancel
society.

Examined in the context of the mobility transition theory, many countries in Asia are already in,
or approaching quickly the stage of the mobility transitmrpaTJ 001 Tw 9.h all0.199( paTJ001 Tc 0.0






population and r



References:

Bell, M., Edwards, E. C., Ueffing, P., Stillwell, J., KupiszewskikidisgZewska, D. (2015).
Internalmigration and @&velopment.comparingmigrationintensities around the warld.
Population and Development Review 41(1) 33-58.

Department of Service and Management of Migrant Population, National Population and
FamilyPlanning Commission of China, (2012). Zhongguo Liudong Renkou Fazhan Baogao
2012 (Report on China’s Migrant Population Development 2012). Beijing: China Population
Publishing House.

Duan C. R., Lv, L. D., and Zou, X. J., (2013). Major challenges for Céiiimajofjoulation and
policy suggestions: An analysis of the 2010 population census data. Renkou Yanjiu
(Population Research) 37(2):1724.

Friedmann, J. (2005}hina’s Urban Transition. Minneapolis and London: University of



Zou, X. J. (2011). An Analysis on China’s floating population and its distribution based on the
2010 census data. Renkou Yu Jingji (Population and economic§):23-33. (in Chinese).

Zhu, Y. (1998). ‘Formal’ and ‘informal urbanization’ in China: Trends in Fwjiance.Third
World Planning Review 20(3) 267-284.

Zhu, Y. (1999). New Paths to Urbanization in China: Seeking More Balanced PatternNew York:
NovaScience Publishers.

Zhu, Y(20173. In situ urbanization in China: Processesntributing factorsand policy
implications.China Population and Development Studies, forthcoming.

Zhu, Y. (2017bAdvancing research on internal migration in Asia: the mobility transition
hypothesis revisited, Asian Population StudiefDOl: 10.180/17441730.2017.1328862.

Zhu, Y., Qi, X. H., Wang, G. D., Lin, L. Y., & Lin, M., et al. (2012). Zhongguo De Jiudi
Chengzhenhua Lilun Yu Shizheng China’s In Situ Urbanisation: Theories and Empirical
Evidence . Beijing: Science Press. (in Chinese)

Zhu,Y., Lin, L. Y. K&, W. Q. (2016). Trends in internal migration and mobility: International
experiences and their implications for China (in Chinese). Renkou Y@ugpulation
Research)



