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NOTE 
 
 

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United 
Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
 
 The term “country” as used in the text of this publication also refers, as appropriate, to 
territories or areas. 
 
 The designations “more developed”, “less developed” and  “least developed” countries, areas 
or regions are intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgement 
about the stage reached by a particular country or area in the development process. 
 
 The views expressed in signed papers are those of the individual authors and do not imply the 
expression of any opinion on the part of the United Nations Secretariat. 
 
 Papers have been edited and consolidated in accordance with United Nations practice and 
requirements. 
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PREFACE 

 

An inevitable consequence of the demographic transition and the shift to lower fertility and 

mortality has been the evolution in the age structure of the world population.  Many societies, 

especially in the more developed regions, have already attained older population age structures than 

have ever been seen in the past.  Many developing countries in the midst of the demographic transition 

are experiencing rapid shifts in the relative numbers of children, population of working age and older 

persons. 
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