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Mr. Chairman, 
Executive Director .8abatunde Osotimehin, 
Distinguished delegates, 
Ladies and gentleman, 

At the MDG Summit last September, world leaders called for universal access to reproductive 
health by 2015, including integrating family planning and health-care services in national 
strategies and programmes. 

Their appeal reflects the lessons of history. Lower levels of fertility are associated with higher 
family incomes, increased well-being for women and children, and fewer maternal deaths. 
Technical as they may seem, fertility and reproductive health are at the core of development. 
The Commission's general debate on this theme is timely and will provide significant inputs to 
the MDG Summit follow-up. 

Mr. Chairman, 

We should recognize and take pride in the progress we have made so far. Since 1960, fertility 
has fallen in virtually all countries of the world, dropping from nearly 5 children per woman in 
the 1960s to 2.6 children per woman today. 

The reduction of fertility leads to a "demographic dividend" - as the number of children declines, 
the share of population in the working ages increases, boosting the momentum for economic 
growth. The demographic dividend has contributed to the development of the world's fastest 
growing economies over the past three decades. 

Despite this remarkable progress, challenges remain. 
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