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Mr. Chainnan, 
Distinguished delegates, 
Ladies and gentleman, 

It is my pleasure to introduce the report of the Secretary-General entitled Fertility, 
reproductive health and development (ECICN.9/20l1l3). This report documents trends in 
fertility and its proximate determinants, the main challenges in ensuring universal access 
to reproductive health and ways to accelerate the achievement of the relevant goals and 
objectives of the 
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Since 1970, fertility has decreased in virtually all countries but the start and speed 

of that 
decline has varied considerably so that, today, there is great diversity of fertility levels. 
Currently, 42 per cent of the world population lives in countries with low fertility, 41 per 
cent in countries with intennediate fertility and 17 in countries with high fertility. In 
addition, among the 196 countries or areas with at least 100,000 inhabitants, 75 have 
fertility that is below replacement level, 61 have an intennediate level of fertility and 60 
have high fertility. 

As the map shows, there are high-fertility countries in almost every continent, except 
Europe. Similarly, there are low-fertility countries in almost every continent and all 
countries in Europe, except Iceland, have below-replacement fertility. 

By focusing on the diverse experiences and characteristics of low-fertility, intennediate­
fertility and high-fertility countries, the report shows that high-fertility countries tend to 
score poorly in most outcomes related to reproductive health and the detenninants of 
fertility. Although all countries face challenges in ensuring access to reproductive health 
for all, the challenges confronting high-fertility countries are more daunting, partly 
because of the rapid 



Currently, high-fertility countries tend to have lower per capita incomes, higher levels of 
poverty, lower educational attainment and higher mortality than other developing 
countries with lower fertility levels. In countries where fertility has declined 
substantially, it has contributed to accelerate economic growth. Thus, fertility reductions 
in both developed and developing countries are estimated to have accounted for about 20 
per cent of per capita output growth between 1960 and 1995. 

Declining fertility has also contributed to poverty reduction. During 1960 to 2000, 
demographic change alone accounted for a 14 per cent drop in poverty levels in 
developing countries and could produce an additional 14 per cent reduction during 2000 
to 2015 if fertility decline had accelerated in high-fertility 





Thank you, Mr. Chainnan. 
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