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Madame Chair, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

It is my pleasure to deliver this statement on behalf of Thoraya Obaid, the Executive 
Director of UNFP A, the United Nations Population Fund. 

UNFP A pays tribute to the many govermnents and non-govermnental organizations that 
participated in the 42"d session of the Commission on Population and Development. We 
applaud your strong and unwavering commitment to the ICPD Programme of Action. 

UNFP A welcomes the unprecedented participation of civil society in this Commission. 
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and decide freely and responsibly on matters related to their sexuality, including sexual 
and reproductive health, free of coercion, discrimination and violence. 

Madame Chair, 

During this session it was pointed out that additional funding is necessary to meet current 
needs and costs which have grown considerably since the Cairo targets were agreed upon 
in 1994. The revised cost estimates presented by UNFP A more accurately reflect current 
needs and costs and are more in line with funding needs for achieving the MDGs. 

Our discussions this week and the experiences shared by the distinguished delegates 
clearly showed that we are aware of the urgent need for intensified action and committed 
to the cause. With five years remaining, we will rise to the challenge. 

UNFP A will continue to support governments and civil society in the areas of population 
and development, reproductive health and rights, women's empowerment and gender 
equality as we promote implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action. 

We will continue to encourage countries to prioritize universal access to reproductive 
health as health systems are strengthened. We will continue to support countries to 
incorporate issues related to population, gender equality and reproductive health and 
rights in national development frameworks and poverty reduction strategies. UNFP A will 
continue to support activities that promote the human rights of all groups in society. 

To support solid data for evidence-based policy formulation and programme planning, 
UNFP A has made it a priority to help countries prepare for the 
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