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Madame Chair, 

Members of the Commission, 

Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to address the opening of this forty-second session of the 
Commission on Population and Development. 

I commend you, Madame Chair, and the members of your Bureau on your work to 
prepare this session. We at UNFPA look forward to working closely with you and with 
Member States and other partners on the important issues before the Commission. 

I would also like to recognize the important collaboration that UNFPA has with the 
Population Division, and express appreciation to Director Hania Zlotnik and her team. 

And I would like to welcome all the letters submitted to the Commission by non­
governmental organizations and their unprecedented participation in the session this year. 
All of us at UNFPA appreciate and applaud your partnership and leadership. We can 
achieve concrete results when we unite for a common cause. 

Madame Chair, 

As we meet the world is seized with crisis. In a few days, leaders of the G20 countries, 
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Yes, we face exceptionally challenging economic circumstances. But just as after the 
Second World War, visionary leaders laid the groundwork for 30 years of prosperity and 
growth, built on international economic cooperation, this crisis also presents us with an 
opportunity. 

We have an opportunity to use the world's resources, technology and knowledge to put 
people first, especially those who are poor and marginalized, and lay the foundations for 
global partnership and economic, social and environmental recovery. 

We can ensure that the ambition to eradicate extreme poverty and achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals is more than just a proclamation. We must ensure that it 
becomes what it should be-a priority, backed by the requisite resources. 

Madame Chair, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

The financial crisis requires a comprehensive response that promotes early recovery, that 
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As the financial crisis unwinds, it threatens to push 200 million peop'e back into poverty, 
and reverse efforts aimed at improving social welfare and achieving the MDGs. 
Therefore, now is the time to increase social investment and redouble efforts for the 
ICPD agenda by investing in the most vulnerable groups of this financial crisis-women, 
youth and migrants. This is particularly important for women, who already constitute the 
majority of the world's poor and bear the brunt oftoday's crises. 

We will not eradicate extreme poverty, hunger and inequality, and achieve the other 
Millennium Development Goals, unless greater attention is paid to population issues and 
more resources are devoted to women's empowerment and reproductive health, including 
maternal healthcare and family planning. Now is the time to keep the promise to ensure 
universal access to reproductive health by 20 inclr54oieme o f  youth achiev424ly 





If not reversed, the low funding for international family planning threatens to derail our 
collective efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and especially the 


