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Mr. Chairman, distingnished delegates,

L= g

0 P48l mnnnlne AF 4l [ g0 PRI SR R -~

Y

the theme for this session has been of considerable interest and the subject of lively
debate. Clearly, all agree that urbanization has a major impact on many aspects of
human life, some positive and other detrimental. Furthermore, deciding how best to
ensure that the potential benefits of urbanization are realized while at the same time
combating its detrimental effects is a challenge because of the diversity of situations

that exist not only among the countries of the world but also within countries.

Nevertheless, despite the difficult task you faced, the Commission has proven again
that it can make progress and provide useful guidance for the way ahead. It is
undeniable that the debates held this week have been rich and enriching and that we
all leave this session having understood a little better how the spatial distribution of

the population conditions development and is shaped by it. In particular, we will all
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Mr. Chairman,
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My thanks also go to the able staff of the Department of Public Information who

helped disseminate the messages coming out of this session, as well as to ‘the



