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water, an improved sanitation facility and electricity, is markedly lower in the rural areas
than in the urban areas of the developing world. Furthermore, in 2005, an estimated 840
million people in developing countries lived in slums.

Rural areas also tend to have less favourable age distributions than urban areas,
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educate children and provide decent livelihoods to the rural elderly than do urban areas.
Fertlllty levels tend to be highest and contraceptwe use lowest among rural
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