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United States Mission to the United Nations

Explanation of Position by Miriam Hughes, gy U.S. Representative to ECOSOC, at tHe 39
Session of the Commission on Papioh and Development, May 10, 2006

The United States is pleased to joansensus on the two resolutions of th S@ssion of the
Commission on Population and Development with the following Explanation of Position.

Mr. Chairman, immigration has playadvery important and definingleoin shaping the history and
success of the United States. The United Stagksves that orderlgnigration, when managed
effectively, is a positive phenomenon for both countofesrigin and destination, as well as for the
migrants themselves. Migration is a complexéssand the international community has found past
attempts to deal with this subject at thieinational level to be extremely difficult.

This trend was further evidenced by this ye&RD deliberations on migration. The United States
was disappointed by the extended negotiationsibed required to come to consensus on the
migration resolution. My delegation believes ttheg value of resolutions produced by an ECOSOC
functional commission such as the CPD is dimirdsivben meetings run over their allotted time.

Moreover, the extended and lengthy nature of theudssons that were required over the past month to
produce a migration text highlight the very gré#ficulty the international community faces in
addressing the complex topicrofgration at the global level.

The International Conference on Population Begelopment Programme of Action expresses
important political goals that the United States eséer We reaffirm the goals and objectives of the
ICPD Programme of Action andetKey Actions for Further Impleemtation of ICPD based on the
following understandings.

We understand these documents constitute pori@ant policy framework that does not create
international legal rights or legally binding oldigpons on states under international law.

Our reaffirmation of thgoals and objectives of these documelutss not constitute a change in the
position of the United States with resptxtreaties we have not ratified.

The United States fully supports the principle ofwiéry choice regarding nenal and child health
and family planning. We ha stated clearly and on many occasjausisistent with the ICPD, that
we do not recognize abortion as a method of fapidyning, nor do we support abortion in our
reproductive health assistance.

The United States interprets references withis dlocument to the Plan of Action of the World
Conference against Racism, Raddiscrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (Durban,
2001) as only applying to the migration-related provisions. The

The United States Government made no commitmenikeat/orld Conference against Racism, Racial
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance.

We request that this Explanation of Position be inaude the record in the part of this meeting.

Thank You.
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