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DESA

The Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat is a vital interface
between global policies in the economic, social and environmental spheres and national action. The
Department works in three main interlinked areas: (i) it compiles, generates and analyses a wide range of
economic, social and environmental data and information on which States Members of the United Nations
draw to review common problems and take stock of policy options; (ii) it facilitates the negotiations of
Member States in many intergovernmental bodies on joint courses of action to address ongoing or
emerging global challenges; and (iii) it advises interested Governments on the ways and means of translating
policy frameworks developed in United Nations conferences and summits into programmes at the country
level and, through technical assistance, helps build national capacities.

Note

The designations employed in this report and the material presented in it do not imply the expression of any opinion



PREFACE

The thirteenth Coordination Meeting on International Migration was held at United Nations
Headquarters in New York, frori2 to 13 February 2015. It was the latest in a series of annual
coordination meetings on international migration convenece 2002 by the Population Division of the
Department of Economic and Social AffaitéiN DESA) of the United Nations Secretariat.

The coordination meetings on international migration are conwsitedhe purpose of reviang
the latest evidence on emerging topics in the field of international migration, exacharigrmationon
current and ongoingnigration projects and enharing systemwide coordination and coherenaan
migration The thirteenth coordination meeting on international migratv@s organizedn response to
General Assembly resolution 58/208 of 13 February 2014candideed progressof relevant entities of
the United Nations system as well as othegrigiovernmental and nagevernmental organization&) in
integrating migration into the pe2015 United Nations development agenda, including ways to leverage
migration within the renewed framevkoon financing for developmerand (b) on activities taoflow-up
and, where relevant, implement the Declaration of the 2013 kgél Dialogue on International
Migration and Development

For further information on the present publication, please contact the Director, Population Division,
United Nations, New York, NY 10017, by telephone (+1 212 963 3179), fax (+2638.2147) oe-malil
(migrationp@un.org). This report as well as informagiomaterials, contributed papers and presentations
from the thirteenth coordination meeting on international migration may be accessed at
http://imww.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/events/coordination/13/index.shtml
Other migratioarelaed publications of the Population Division may be accessed at www.unmigration.org
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REPORT OF THE ANNUAL COORDINATION M EETING ON INTERNATIO NAL MIGRATION

The thirteenth Coordination Meeting on International Migration took place at United



engagement in promoting the integration of migration in the-2@55 development agenda. He

also observed that the GMG was well positioned to provide coherent responses to migration and
thanked the representatives of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) for their important role in
addressing humanitarian situations. Although the 2013 H¥ghl- Dialogue had marked an
important step forward in forging global cooperation on international migration, more work was
needed to protect migrants, reduce the human and financial costs of migration, improve regulated
migration, counter xenophobia, and reduce inequalities. In closing, Mr. Eliasson observed that
creating decent work was essential to ensure that people migrated out of choice, not necessity.

In moderating the first panel, Mr. Thomas Gass, Assistant Secfatreral for Policy
Coordination and InteAgency Affairs, emphasized the historic opportunity presented by the
United Nations summit in September 2015, when Heads of States and Governments were
scheduled to endorse a new universal agenda for sustainable development. He noted that the
consensus reached at the 2013 Hayel Dialogue had both forged the political will and
produced the evidence to support the inclusion of migration in the2paSt development
agenda. The proposal, put forward by the Opeorkiig Group (OWG) on Sustainable
Development Goals had proposed several targets related to migrants, migration and mobility,
including the need for wefplanned migration policies as well as for measures to maximize the
benefits of migration and reducs itosts. The OWG had also called for disaggregating data by
migratory status in line with the goals of promoting more equitable and inclusive societies. The
set of migratiorrelated targets proposed by the OWG constituted a solid basis for monitoring the
multidimensional aspects of migration. In closing, Mr. Gass noted the timeliness of the thirteenth
Coordination Meeting, given the urgency of identifying robust indicators to monitor the
proposed migratiomelated targets.

Ms. Amina Mohammed, the Secretarfseneral’s Special Adviser on Pd¢Xi15
Development Planning, commended the organizers of the coordination meeting for drawing
attention to migration within the context of the sustainable development goals. Given that
migration had not been mentioned egglly in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs), it
was all the more important that the proposals of the OWG included various migedatat
targets. A major challenge was to define appropriate indicators, including on inclusion of
migrants, and to tik migration to the discussion on Financing for Development (FfD). Ms.
Mohammed identified two areas that were particularly relevant for migrants and migration,
namely: (a) the aspect of justice and rule of law as reflected in the proposed target otbaccess
legal identity, and (b) partnerships under proposed goal 17 of the OWG proposal. Partnerships
had to go beyond traditional privgpeiblic partnerships to include parliamentarians, civil society
and academia. In addition, the discussion on means oéingpitation should focus on how to
unlock and scale up innovative sources of finance. She emphasized the need for a robust
accountability mechanism to ensure that everyonejust Member Statewias held accountable
for implementing the po2015 development agenda. In closing, Ms. Mohammed underscored
the importance of 2015 as a year for ensuring that migration was included in the agenda of
different fora.

Mr. Peter Sutherland, the SRSG for International Migration, thanked the Population
Division for convaing the coordination meeting and drew attention to recent deaths in the



Mediterranean Sea, which illustrated the urgency of addressing the humanitarian crisis with
regard to migrants, asyluseekers and refugees. He observed that migration was a gksl is
which was inevitably linked to development. However, anti






In her presentation, Ms. Sonia Plaza outlined the priorities of the World Bank as the
current Chair of the Global Migration Group, which focused on enhancing the linkages between
migration and development and strengthening collaboration within the GMG. The World Bank
also intended t@xpand partnerships with relevant entitee®l processesn the context othe
preparations for the pe2015 development agenda and the third financing for development
conferenceincludingthe GFMD, the G20 as well as the SRSG for International Migration. Ms.
Plaza reported that the GMG had updated its pamitiual work plan during a recent retreat. A
joint communiqué on migration and the p@stl5 development agenda, which had been recently
issued, was available on the GMG website. The GMG would provide iopth® measurement
of migrationrelated argets in the pos2015 procesby organizing a side event during the United
Nations Statistical Commission on 4 March 2015. In addition, the GMG was planning to
convene a symposium on integrating migration in the-p0$6 development agenda and on
migrationas a source of financing for development (New York, 26 and 27 May 2015) and to
hold a side event in the margins of the third conference on financing for development (Addis
Ababa, July 2015). Ms. Plaza also presented recent work of the various GMG working groups.
She reiterated the commitment of GMG to provide substantive support to the GFMD Chair in
organizing roundtables and preparing thematic meetings.

In the discussion, participants welcomed the cladalzoration between the GFMD, the
GMG, the SRSG for migration, and civil society. Within the context of the sustainable
development goals (SDGSs), the importance of labour migration and remittances for development
was emphasized as was the need to inclddeble solutions for refugees and internally
displaced persons (IDPs). The need for better integrating migration into national development



development, namely (1) the private nature of remittances, (2) their role in promoting human
development and strengthening human capital, (3) the challenges presented by high transfer
costs, particularly in Africa, and (4) the linkages between remittances and financial inclusion.
His opening remarks were followed by the screening of a short video, produced by the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), featuring ways to maximize the use of
remittances to promote sustainable development.

Mr. Pedro De Vasconcelos, managd IFAD’s Financing Facility for Remittances,
explained that the goal of the fund was to develop innovative remittance and financial services



V. MEASURING MIGRATION RELATED TARGETS
IN THE POSF






and migration ahead of the third Higgwvel Dialogue on International Migration and
Development which would take place no later than 2019.

Protecting the human rights of all migrants

Ms. Carolina Hernandez Paramo, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR), identified four areas where progress had been made since the
convening of the 2013 Higlevel Dialogue, namely (1) the attention accorded to the human
rights of migrants regardless of their migration status, (b) the decision made by the General
Assembly to convene a third Higével Dialogue, (c) the recognition of the economic, social and
cultural rights of migrants in an irregular situation, and (d) the use of the term “irregular” instead
of “illegal” in relation to migration. As major challenges, she listed the lack of reedarjustice
for international migrants and their vulnerability to human rights violations, discrimination and
arbitrary detention, noting that these challenges were most chronic at international borders. To
ensure that border governance measures compitednternational standards for human rights,
she encouraged Member States to implement the recommended principles and guidelines on
human rights at international borders published by OHCHR.

Ms. Sarah Gammage, United Nations Entity for Gender Equaldytlze Empowerment
of Women (UN Women), highlighted four recent initiatives thadl improved access to decent
work and social protection for migrants. These initiatives included (a) the adoption of the ILO
Domestic Workers Convention (No. 189), which had improved the work and living conditions of
domestic workers; (b) the creation of the Federation of Domestic Workers; (c) various initiatives



needs, at various skills levels, including through temporary admission schemes. In many
countries, visa restrictions limdeaccess to family unification.

Reducing the costs of labour migration

Ms. Michelle Leighton, representing the International Labour Organization (ILO), noted
that although reducing the costs of labour migration featured in the Sedbetiaeyal’s eight
point plan of action, it had received insufficient attention in the context of financing for
development. This was a considerable oversight given that reducing recruitment costs could lead
to even greater savings than by reducing the costs of transfeaniittances. Reducing the wage
gap between migrant and native workers was another priority. There were many barriers to
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Stranded migrants, migrants in crises and protection at sea

Ms. Sumbul Rizvi, representing the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees UNHCR), drew attention to the large number of migrants and asgeskers who
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The representative of United Nations University (UNU) presented recent work on the
perception of migrantand prejudices. Prejudice was a judgment that people formed without
rationalizing the basis of their assumptions. Key causes of prejudice included labour market
competition, anxieties, waves of immigration as well as diased discrimination. To counter
prejudice and negative perception of migrants it was important for governments to invest in
education, to integrate migrants in the labour market, to ensure the participation of migrants in
the political system of the host country, to reduce dias®d thcrimination and to address
negative stereotyping of migrants and migration in the media.

The representative of theood and Agriculture Organization (FAO) was interested in
collaborating with the GMG on the root causes of migration. In 2015, the FAO would focus on
migration challenges in Ethiopia and Tunisia.

The delegate from the International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC) briefed the
meeting on the Migration and Development Civil Society Network (MADit)ative, which
was led by consortium of six civil society groups and regional coordinators in Africa, the
Americas and Asia. The thematic working groups of the initiative focused on (a) governance of
migration, (b) migrant labour recruitment, and (c) diaspora and development. MADE had also
contributed to the Stockholm Agenda, a téml integrating migrantand migratiornrelated goals
and targets in the peg015 development agenda at the national and global level.

Recent work of the NGO Committee on Migration had focused on (a) a pilot survey on
migrants in countries of transit and crisis, designed in collaboration with Georgetown University,
(b) improving public perception of migrants and advocating for the contribution of migrants to
development, and (c) supporting the work on migrat@ated indicators for the pe2015
development agenda.

The Centre for Migration Studies (CMS) had recently published two volumes of the
International Migration Review (IMR). The first, a thematic edition on S@atth migration,
covered migration trendsnd policy issues. The second, released for the fiftieth anniversary of
IMR, featured articles on diaspora institutions, diaspora governance, and transnational money
transfers. CMS had also launched the Journal on Migration and Human Security (JMH$), a pe
reviewed, public policy publication devoted to policy debates on migration in the United States
of America and abroad. In 2015, CMS would expand its work on migrant integration and on data
collection on unauthorized immigrants in the United States

The delegate from the Russian Federation outlined recent policy developments on
migration in his country. As the second largest host country of migrants in the world, Russia
was committed to maximizing the benefits of migration for development. Accordinigeto
World Bank and the Central Bank of Russia, the system for transferring remittances in Russia
was one of the least expensive worldwide, offering transfer costs as low as two per cent. The
Russian Federation was committed to protecting the human rights of migrants and had recently
enacted a new migration law to create more channels for legal migration.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNEST&W
attention to the role of education in empowering migrants, fighting stigma and improving the
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perception of migrants. Of particular importance were international norms on the recognition of
qualifications concerning higher education, which had thentiatl of reducing the human costs,

or “brain waste”, of labour migration. Important recent activities by UNESCO included the
Global Citizenship Initiative, which formed part of the Secretagneral’s Global Education

First Initiative, as well as the worn indicators of student mobility by the UNESCO Institute

for Statistics (UIS).

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPAjave an overview of its work on
integrating migration in the pe2015 development agenda. In the humanitarian area, UNFPA
focusedon the protection needs of women and girls as part of training and technical assistance
on gendeibased violence provided to partner organizations. UNFPA had also seconded a staff
member to work with SRSG Sutherland on migrants in countries in cristheFUUNFPA was
involved in a KNOMAD project on measuring the impact of fertility and mortality in selected
migration corridors.

A representative from the Statistics Division of UN DESA presented the Division’s work
on statistical standards and methods, data collection and capacity building. To improve capacity
for data collection on international migration, the Statistics Division together with the Population
Division had convened a workshop in Addis Ababa in November 20iith was attended by
policy makers and statisticians from 13 stbharan African countries. A major finding was that
existing data was often undetilized and that more guidelines for national statistics offices were
needed. The Division was also finalizinghandbook to measure international migration using
population censuses.

The U.S Census Bureau called attention to its annual statistics on international migrants
and their characteristics collected through the American Community Survey, a-wi@l&n
survey carried out in the&nited States of America and Puerto Rico. Using various rounds of
survey data, the soceconomic welbeing of international migrants, including their levels of
educational attainment, language proficiency and income, could be monitored. This approach
could be useful for monitoring the targets of the g2&t5 development agenda with regard to
inequality.

The representative of thinternational Organization on Migration (IOM) highlighted a
few of
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Frameworks in partnership with IOM, (b) expanding
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	Mr. John Wilmoth, Director of the Population Division, observed that the annual coordination meeting had evolved from a limited technical event to a major multi-stakeholder platform on international migration. While technical discussion had played a c...

