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I. Fertility trends 

II. Population ageing

III. Paths to low fertility

IV. Fertility-friendly policies

1950-2015 UN estimates 

2015-2050 UN projections

Data from:

World Population Prospects: the 2015 Revision

World Population Policies Database 2015 

World Population Ageing 2015

Demographic Components of Future Population Growth, 2015 

available dates 

through 2015
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• Data: 5-year fertility estimates from 1950 to 2015 and projection to 

2050 for 184 States

• Low fertility = <2.1 children per woman

1990-1995 estimates

In 1995, 44% of global 

population living in 48 
low fertility countries

2045-2050 projections

In 2050, 69% of global 

population living in 120 
low fertility countries

2010-2015 estimates

In 2015, 45% of global 

population living in 75 
low fertility countries

• Excluded:  

small countries with <90,000 population (no TF data)

territories and areas (not considered States) 
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Before 1975…

…in 21 countries
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Btw 1975 and 1995…

…in 27 countries
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48 countries total
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75 low fertility countries in 2010-2105
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…that reached low fertility….
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http://esa.un.org/poppolicy

• Global database on Government views and policies on population-

related issues  (197 countries)

• Available since 1976; updated every two years

• Data sources: 
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National development 

plans, sectorial 

programmes, laws, etc.

International/ 

intergovernmental 

Organisations

NGOs / civil 

society and 

others
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• Raised the minimum retirement age

• Raised social security contributions of workers

•
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but only a minority of those near replacement level does
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Maternity leave only

Have 2 measures
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The lower fertility level is, the stronger emphasis put on influencing birth rate. 

However, only around half of the countries intending to raise fertility state 

putting strong emphasis. 

N= 47 countries

Circa 2015
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