fter the :ecoﬂ ;‘oﬁ L ar, Cand a experiencé a baby

boon nowd by'a baby bust e tota: fertiity rate ( Fal,
peahé at & 4 birty s per woan arouﬂ # Jyreach d aow’
of}l I birty soper WOmanin 2972, ad n as luctuaté between
L Iaﬂ L ¥ birty s per wopan since 2"’ ,"hile tnis pattern
is commoh, Cané a's recent fertiity niStory is unique ne
current  Fais iower tyanin .;|or$ ic or otn er En .lish speahin «
countries, buthi nertyanin tye very iow fertiity countries of

Europe ad East Asia

Cand a's unique fertiiity pattern appears to resuit fror brod
variation across the provinces ne Fyjin most provinces
} ecind throu pout the I;\'s ad nas been fairiy stabie
since the eany “LYfs. ne e‘xceptio.n“sv/,uebec wn ere, after
reacnin  a iow of &Y birtys per woman in LIY, the Fa

e . . . . v
be an risin o feacnin ani g of 174 birtys per woman in

20¢% ad 207 . wisprvindal ieve: variation points to severa

Policy Brief No. 4




time for fatyers, aﬁ covers pore Women than tnhe FA erai
poiicy because it inc;d es ty e seif e,nployé aﬁ mas a iower
earnin S thresy d

ri.niei/uebec expicitly reserves some ieave for fatyers aﬂ
because the ni ger naXinUny, benefits yake ieave rore
appeain 10 men, fatn exegn _.uebec are nuen more ikewy to
tale parenta; ieave tn an faty ersin ty e rest of Cana a In 2"’ ,
take up rates were, percen.r.'mv/,uebec, co,nparé witn

| Iper centin tn e otn &r provinces

A family anowance pro famme wasintrd ucd across Cand a
in LY4 8FFerin el annuai paynent of |, c& L2 per cn'r«* up
toa e I nesame pro faynmadn . uebec offersjincreasin
anowances wity eacy successive birty up to ek waor the
youn .estcnﬁ inaar g famyiy

5 5

Between L5 aR LI, the overnnenigdf . uebec offerd
an @ itionai, non taxabie "baby bonus’, reporté iy in
response to pubiic concerns about iow fertiity? ver tq e years,
the amount of the baby bonus sted ily increas ne
pro famme was rep;acé in LyY by an Inte .raté Crid
Anowance (wnicy is inconme testd ratner than universal,
expansion of subs‘ izé cnﬁ care, aﬂ more  enerous
parenta: ieave o

In 20f e .uebec overnmpent intrd ycd an annua: tax
crd it that, by 27_1 , ran ._é fro :% i’ to e |F¥,per
cnﬁ Aito ety er, etween I? a# 'y family benefits at
the fd era; ieve: increasd lBy a factor of }I , but they



