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5. Achievement of an inclusive economic development that leaves no one behind 
requires investment in access to health care and education, and good planning. 
Because achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030 also means 
ensuring their sustainability beyond 2030, training in the use of long-run population, 
economic and fiscal forecasts is an important component of capacity development, as 
envisioned by MIPAA and the Asia-Pacific review document of MIPAA. 
 
6. The ability of policymakers and analysts in national statistical offices; 
ministries in the planning, economic and social sectors; and research institutions of 
many developing countries to undertake policy analysis on population ageing and 
development has been hampered by a lack of methodological frameworks to assess 
the socioeconomic implications of changing age structures on economic well-being, 
economic growth, and the sustainability of support mechanisms. This obstacle can be 
addressed by using medium- and long-run economic and fiscal forecast models based 
on population projections, age-disaggregated data from National Transfer Accounts 
(NTAs) and empirically-based observations of relationships between economic 
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F. Item 6: Hands-on training (Calculation of demographic measures of ageing: 
Chronological age, thanatological age, and prospective age) 
 
20. During the hands-on training and using their own country’s population data 
by age group (or population estimates and projections from the World Population 
Prospects), participants were taught how to calculate the demographic dependency 
ratio and the economic dependency ratio for young, adult and older population age 
groups.  

Tuesday, 25 June 2019 
 
G. Item 7: Forecasting the economic consequences of population ageing 
 

21. Ms. Lai and Mr. Miller highlighted how to forecast the economic consequences 
of population ageing. The presentation explained how changing age structures could 
have economic consequences and how these could be forecasted using NTAs. Most 
countries in the world had shifted from a youth-dominated population to ageing 
populations. According to NTAs, one could classify economies by consumption levels. 
Economies were defined as “aged” economies when people consumed more than they 
earned. Consumption levels were calculated using NTA consumption profiles. Using 
these profiles, it could be forecasted that by 2070, 155 economies in the world would 
be aged economies – only countries in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia would 
remain young economies. The classification of an ageing economy was not always the 
same as the classification of an ageing population and depended on consumption 
structures in the country. An aged economy was a relatively new phenomenon that 
would dominate the economies of the world in the future. They further explained what 
kind of economic shifts could happen resulting from an aged population structure. 
The assumption was that a demographic dividend could be realized when the 
working-age population was increasing in size, while a demographic tax could 
materialize when the ageing population was increasing in size. In preparing 
participants for the hands-on exercise, they concluded by explaining how to calculate 
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throughout the Workshop, the topic of dependency ratio introduced on the first day 
was revisited. Participants used a spreadsheet with a summary of the four ways to 
calculate older age dependency ratios, namely demographic, prospective, 
thanatological and economic. They populated the spreadsheets and used total 
population by five-year age groups and NTA data for all years until 2100. 

Wednesday, 26 June 2019 
 
N. Item 14: Forecasting the consequences of population ageing for public financing of 

education and pensions 
 
31. Mr. Miller and Ms. Lai shared findings on the consequences of population 
ageing for public financing in Latin America and compared them to findings from 
OECD countries. In Latin America, in general, there were 12 elderly per 100 working 
age adults, US$14,000 GDP per capita and 13 per cent social spending by public sector 
as share of GDP in 2015. On the other hand, OECD countries in 2015, had an average 
of 30 elderly per 100 working age adults, US$41,000 GDP per capita and 21 per cent 
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38. Ms. Kinnalone Phimmavong, Chief of Macroeconomic Policy Research 
Division, National Institute for Economic Research, Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
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Workshop. A link with a series of questions would be sent to meeting participants after 
the Workshop. 

U. Item 21: Country presentations:  Long-run economic and fiscal forecasts 
(Thailand/Viet Nam) 
 
42. 
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W. Item 23: Final group discussion and closure 
 
45. 
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Tuesday, 25 June 2019 

09:00 – 10:00 

 
Item 7: Forecasting the economic consequences of population ageing 
 
Mun Sim Lai, Population Affairs Officer, Population Division, DESA 
 

10:00 – 10:30 Morning break 

10:30 – 12:00 

 
Item 8: Hands-on training (Country case studies of 50-year economic forecasts) 
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Wednesday, 26 June 2019 

09:00 – 10:00 

 
Item 14: Forecasting the consequences of population ageing for public 
financing of education and pensions  
 
Tim Miller, Global Adviser on Population and Development, Population Division, 
DESA and Mun Sim Lai, Population Affairs Officer, Population Division, DESA 
 

10:00 – 10:30 Morning break 

10:30 – 12:00 

 
Item 15: Hands-on training (Country case studies of 50-year forecasts for public 
spending on education and pensions) 
 
Mun Sim Lai, Population Affairs Officer, Population Division, DESA and Marco 
Roncarati, Social Affairs Officer, Sustainable Demographic Transition Section, Social 
Development Division, ESCAP 
 

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch break 

13:30 – 14:00 

 
Item 16: A life course perspective on population ageing: Learning from 
research on the demographic dividend 
 
Marco Roncarati, Social Affairs Officer, Sustainable Demographic Transition Section, 
Social Development Division, ESCAP 
 

14:00 – 15:00 

 
Item 17:  Forecasting the consequences of population ageing for public 
financing of health care  
 
Tim Miller, Global Adviser on Population and Development, Population Division, 
DESA and Mun Sim Lai, Population Affairs Officer, Population Division, DESA 
 

15:00 – 15:15 Afternoon break 

15:15 – 16:00 
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Thursday, 27 June 2019 

09:00 – 09:45 

 
Item 20: The Intergenerational Report  
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Ms. Noor Azlin Binti Muhamad Sapri, Senior Staff, Family Demography Research Division, 
Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development, Kuala Lumpur 
 
Ms. Aini Fazana Zainal Abidin, Assistant Director, National Population and Family Development 
Board, Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development, Kuala Lumpur 
 

Thailand 
 
Mr. Pairat Klumthong, Planning and Policy Analyst, Office of the National Economic and Social 
Development Council, Bangkok 
 
Ms. Suphannada Lowhachai, Senior Planning and Policy Analyst, Office of the National Economic 
and Social Development Council, Bangkok 
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UNITED NATIONS FUNDS AND PROGRAMMES 

 
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (UNDP) 

 
Mr. Muhammad Moshiur RAHMAN   Economist, Dhaka  

 
UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND (UNFPA) 

 
Ms. Wassana IM-EM  
 
 
Mr. Rintaro MORI  

 Assistant Representative, Asia and the 
Pacific Regional Office 
 
Regional Adviser for Population Ageing and 
Sustainable Development, Asia and the 
Pacific Regional Office 
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