United States Statement
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Mr, Chairman,

Thank you for this opportunity to address the 41% Session of the
C'ommussion onh Ponulation and Develonment Mv name ie Darlene
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the complex relationship between urbanization and economic growth, it
remains essential for governments to recognize their role in creating
enabling environments and pro-poor, pro-growth policies so that
urbanization raises standards and the quality of life for city-dwellers.

The international community has expended much effort on the debate

reeardinotherelativedmoariznce nf nghan and rural degelonment with ewch -

side making claims to primacy. Rather than adding to the debate, the United
States helieyes thatif i5 igongtapttn address prbapizationas an jccue thot — 1




Living conditions and associated health and mortality indicators are,
we recognize, on average better in urban than rural settings. Infant and child
mortality are lower in urban than rural settings. Infrastructure such as
sanitation, potable water, and electricity is usually better in cities, as are
educational opportunities. Overall, urban conditions are better than rural. In

pockets, however, and especiallv in slums. urban dwellers have livine




Rapid urbanization is an emerging issue of immense importance, and
one that defies simple solutions. It is an especially difficult issue for most
bureaucracies to address because in fact it is not a single issue but rather an
intersection of many jurisdictions and areas of responsibility — housing,
water, sanitation, power, health, employment, pollution, crime, education,
politics, transportation, loss of agricultural land, and more.

It is also important to recognize that policy interventions must be
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