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f the putset let me conaratulate vou_Mr. Chairman and the members of the Bureau on vour election and 1 _I
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Since independence 60 years ago, successive governments in Sri Lanka have committed itself to

implement social and welfare policies both in urban and rural regions resulting greater human development. As a resdit,

today Sri Lanka enjoys very high literacy for men and women and a low rate of population growth, high life expectancy
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achievements in physical quality of life of the people of Sri Lanka, economic growth has not kept pace and only regsntly

Sri Lanka has reached the group of middle income countries.
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