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Mr. Chairman

First of all, let me congratulate you on your election as chairman of
the meeting.

My distinguished colleague from Slovenia, speaking on behalf of the
European Union, has already expressed the main ideas on this year’s theme
(“Population  distribution, urbanization, internal migration and
development™) which we fully endorse.

I would like to reaffirm our support for the entire agenda of the
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1994 and the key actions adopted at the ICPD + 5, approved in 1999,
including the MDG’s and other internationally agreed development goals.

We all know by the world’s demographic scales that for the first time
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have moved to rural areas, which has subsequently contributed to mitigate
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were registered in the Portuguese territory.

The first refers to the positive migratory growth, which contributes
to:

() slow down the population decline in considerable large areas in the
country’s rural regions;
(ID development of medium countryside cities.

The second trend has to do with the natural increase rate, which
plays an important role in the population growth in some areas of the north
and south coast.

Our cities, like many other cities all over the world, have become

multicultural centers, requiring the inclusion of intercultural perspectives in
wrhan nlanninoe and 10 manacine nrhanization We all now  that
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Finally, the National Action Plan of territorial and urban planning oriented
to 2025 has the following strategic goals:

cultural heritage, use energy and geologic resources in a sustainable way
and, control, prevent and minimize the risks;
2. to reinforce the Portuguese territorial competitiveness and its integration in

the Iberian, European, Atlantic and global areas;
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While urbanization is an mtegral part of economic and social
development in both developed and developing countries, it can have
adverse consequences for migrating and urban populations by straining the
exxstmg urban infra-structures and services, resultmg in higher rates of
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