Statement by Dr. Shigesato Takahashi
Deputy Director-General
National Institute of Population and Social Security Research



Under the concept that has been advanced of “mutual reliance between rural areas

and cities,” which 1s to say of mutual support between rural and urban areas, Japan
convened “The Meeting of Regional Revitalization Headquarters”. At that meeting, “The
Strategy for Regional Revitalization” and “The Plan to Improve Cities and Urban Life”
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measures against crimes and disasters and global warming, and inviting international
conferences.

Mr. Chairman,

Regarding our employment situation, the overall unemployment rate has improved
in Japan, having been brought down to less than four percent. But the pace of
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